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FIOWEVER. humiliating it may be for 
me. to expole the picture of my life, and a 
feries of events marked with folly and ex- 
travagance, I can no longer fit down con- 
tented under a load of obloquy, and fee my 
errors deepened into their darkeft fhade, 
when a candid explanation may, perhaps, 
extenuate my guilt, and wipe off fome part 
of that cenfure which has been wantonly 
caft upon my name. The envious and ill- 
natured difpofition of one half the world is 
but too often employed to difturb the peace 
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ef the other. Man is at war with man from 
the moment of his birth, and feems only to 
rejoice when an opportunity offers to leffen 
his reputation, and ruin the tranquillity of 
his mind. I have fuffered much from this 
unnatural and inhuman propenfity. It is 
in vain that the diffipations of the world 
concealed from my eyes the'defetts and fol- 
lies of my heart ; they were marked, fcru- 
tinized, and cenfured by mankind ; and at a 
moment when I lea{t expected fuch a blow, 
a thoufand friendly hands.were ftretched 
forth to tear off the dreflings from my 
wounds, and expofe them to the air in cruel 
fits of diverfion. It is not fufficient that my 
follies have been {hewn to the world in their 
darkeft colours, they have been multiplied 
and blackened; and I have no other re- 
fource left to quiet the folicitude of my 
heart, than to appeal to the humanity of 
that world by which I have been already, 
perhaps, prejudged. 


It is but too often the cuftom of perfons. 


who plead in their own defence, to caft a 
veil 
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veil over their:follies, and, while they ad- 
mit the predominancy. of a vice, lay «its 
foundation on a virtue. But with me this 
vanity has ceafed to pleafe.. I afk neither 
applaufe: nor admiration. . 1. write not to) 
juftify, but extenuate 5 and-as I mean not; 
in the récapitulation; of my life, either, to, 
gratify the impertinent curiofity of the vul-, 
gar, or fubject my actions.to the falfe con- 
clufions of the ignorant ; I fhall but flightly 
touch upon many years of my life which 
were thrown away in the frivolous purluits: 
of folly and extravagance, and haften on 
to. that period when my actions and prin— 
ciples wore the air of myftery to the world, 
and became fufpicious even in the eyes of 
wy friends. 


1 am: now arrived at that period: of life 
when nothing can foften the reproaches: ot 
a broken heart ‘but: a found: and upright 
confcience;. which the mortifying reflections 
of my own mind tell me I do not pofleis.— 
Let this ‘confeffion filende :the afperity of 


flander ; and the picture of a debilitated 
Be old 
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old man, ftruggling with the accumulated 


inconveniencies of forrow, ficknefs, poverty: 
and diftraction, ‘reprefs the triumph of fuc- 
cefsful villany.—+I fhalb' ceafe>to: blufh -at 
the remembrance of. niy follies; ifi the rela~ 
tion of them can-open the eyes of the rifing 
generation, and’ teach’ them to fiun: the. 
errors into which [have fallen, 


It would be fuperfluous toe mention my 
birth and fplendid connexions:+—Phe world 
is already acquainted with my origin, and 
the means. by which thofe accumulated ho= 
nors that dignified the feriale branches of 
iny family were obtained.» The beauty of my 
fifters was for years the theme of admiration, 
and it is no wonder it raifed them: from a 
{tate of dependance to grace the firft dig- 
nities: in the kingdom... Their: beauty: and 
fituation. were unegualled, and under the 
flattering | aufpices df their protection I was 
firft introduced’ to the world. » A: feené: of 
profperity andcpléafure now feemed toopen 
on me; of which the-lefs aufpicious years of 
my early hfe had given me no’ anticipation. 


The 


Boop 
¥ aw 


TR 2 ae tne : ! : : : a a sy a 


Sa Re Stee ae et eer OS. ie Sea ee Ete Sie hit 


GENERAL 'G ‘ » 


The purfuit of pleafure was the only bufi- 
nels I engaged in, and the itmioments feemed 
to glide away without a care to ifiterrupt 
them.—I {aw ‘myfelf. courted and’ admired me 
on every hand’; \the «men prevented my de-~ “o 
fnres of pleafure by-new {cvenes of diffipation, 
and the women exempted my hearé from 
the little pangs of doubt and expectation by 
granting their favors almoft unfolicited.— 
While Io was thus employed in imbibing: 
thefe intoxicating pleafures, I had neither 
tame nor inclination to examine the fituation 
of my affairs. My ‘expences far exceeded 
the income of my eftate, which fearce 
amounted to five hundred potinds per an- ‘yh 
num, and was left at the death of my fa- ee 
ther charged with a mortgageof four thon= z 
fand pounds, befides‘a number of. lefs con= 
fiderable debts. It is true, the affluence and 
aftection.of my fifters left me no reafon to 
complamof pecuniary embarraffments:: but 
their. generolity was: exceeded by my extira= 
vagance: and | often repined and. curfed my 
fate, vin: the midft of the moft promifing 
ivenes of profperity, for not rendering me. 
capable, 
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capable of enjoyments, which, but a few 
years before, my moft extravagant. ideas 
could have formed no conception of, and: 
would have appeared, had they been de- 
picted, like a vifion to my mind. From 
hence I may date all the fucceeding misfor- 
tunes of my life, 


The diflipation of thefe hours funk deep 
into my heart ; and neither a fenfe of its im= 
propriety, age, nor poverty, has been able 
to diveft it of its fafcinating complexion, 
and wipe it from my mind. 


The beauty which exalted and aggran-= 
dized one part of the family has been: the 
ruin of the other. Had my filters never 
pofieffed thofe infatuating charms, I might 
have been happy in the inheritance I. was 
born to enjoy, and funk into my grave with- 
out the curfes of injured virtue on my head: 
but the fatality of their perfeCtions, which 
drew me into the vortex of diffipation, was 
intended for my deftruction ; and I now feel 
the 


the full force of thofe evils I have fo often 
defpifed. 


My conduct now became more and more 
culpable. The moft eccentric abfurdities 
and extravagancies filled up the meafure of 
my days, and my nights were marked with 
abominations too horrid to repeat. No vio- 
{ation of morality was too fhocking to be per- 
formed ;—no fcheme of perfidy too dark to be 
embraced: when my friends, alarmed at the 
diflipated courfe of life I was leading, and 
apprehenfive of the ruin which threatened 
me, procured me a commiflion in the army— 
in hopes a change of place and difference of 
lociety might cure me of my extravagance. 
But this was only removing me from the 
{tream to the fountain head. I had before 
tafted of folly; but here I drank my fill, and 
was initiated into the more refined myfteries 
of the debauchee. I now defpifed my for- 
mer fuperficial knowledge of iniquity, which 
had been gleaned in the brothels, gaming~ 
houfes, &c. in the metropolis ; and fat down 
to fiudy methodically a fiftem of eduction, 
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&c. svhich had been laid dewh for the in- 
{iruCtion of military novices. I madea rapid 
progr efs in this delightful fcience, and, join- 
ing practice to theory, pafled the time al- 
lotted for my probation with great eclat, and 
was at leneth efteemed one of the moft fuc- 
cefsfuland {trenuousfupporters of the fociety, 


My library chiefly confifted of fuch books 
as tend to vitiate the mind, and debauch the 
underftanding. L—d C———d’s Letters and. 
a H-——w were generally my morn- 
ing’s amufement. From the former I learnt 
all the ArcANA and inexpreflible refinements 
of aman of intrigue, and from the latter 
all the principles and practice of an accom~ 
plifbed v-——n. The {pirit of L——/s took 
pofleffion of my bofom; a congeniality of 
ientiment and. coincidence of defires made 
mein love with his chara@ter, and I could 
not help admiring a picture which bore fo 
firong a refemblance to myfelf.. Alexander 
ibe Great could not. éfteem the Iliad more 
than I did thefe precious volumes. They were 
my ftudy by day, and my pillow by night; 
and 
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and as Alexander endeavoured to form him- 
felf on the model of Achilles, fo I purfued 
the more pleafing though not lefs arduous 
tafk of imitating the divine Lovelefs.. My fuc- 
cels was equal to my moft flattering antici- 
pations. My defires were fcarce excited | 
before they were gratified ; and I might ten 

times in twelve ftand over the ruins of the 

virtue I had deftroyed, and exclaim with 

Cefar, VENI, vIDI, Vict. 


My hours now pafled away on the golden 
wings of love: every night brought its plea- 
fure, and every day happy reflections on the 
pa{t, or joyful anticipations of the future. 
Debauched, falfe, and diffembling, under an air ) 
of mildnefs and timidity I concealed the moft z 
dangerous and vicious paffions,and every hour 
was devoted to perfect myfelf in the art of 
diffimulation, and the moft fuccefsful methods 
of ingratiating myfelf with the women, that 
I might render them fubfervient to my plea- 

dures. I found the air of ingenuous modeity. 
I had affumed was the moft feductive fnare; 
it procured me confidence and efteem, and an 
C opportunity 
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opportunity of taking a thoufand little liber- 
ties with almoft every woman, which tended 
to excite her paflions without alarming her 


delicacy. 


I very foon learnt that the rude and impe- 
tuous blunders of forward impudence never 
fail to difguft. To publifh your intention 
is to place a woman on her guard, and to 
leave her in full poffeflion of her reafon to 
oppofe and circumvent your defigns. ‘The 
road to fuccefs is much more eafy, though leis 
perceptible. It confifts in a thoufand little 
inexpreflibles utterly incomprehenfible to a 
vulgar mind, and is made up of all the in- 
{muating relatives of tendernefs, deference, 
and adulation. Thefe intoxicating offerings, 
as efficacious as the fop of Cerberus, charm 
the dragon Honor to reft, and open the way 
to victory and pleafure. 


It is a matter of aftonifhment to me, that 
the generality of men fhould be fo fhame- 
fully ignorant of human nature, as to mif- 
conceive their duty fogrofsly inthis particular. 
To 
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To imagine the voice alone has the power of 
{eduction is ridiculous—’Tis the eyes, ’tis the 
foul which mutft {peak through them, that 
can convey the pleafing infatuation. What a 
want of knowledge in this branch of com- 
merce a man betrays, fays Sterne, who ever 
lets the word Love cong out of ‘his lips till 
an hour or two at leaft after the time that 
his filence upon it becomes tormenting !— 
A courfe of fmall quiet attentions, not fo 
pointed as to alarm—nor fo vague as to be 
mifunderftood—with now and then a look of 
kindnefs, and little or nothing faid upon it— 
leaves Nature for your miftrefs, ‘and fbe 
Jafbions it to ber ‘mind. 


This isthe only true definition of that part 
ef the art of infinuation called MAKING LOVE, 
that ever I met with. .It is the precept of 
nature as well as the feducer, and has, when 
put in practice, conquered the pride and in- 
fenfibility of many a heart that no other 
method could fubdue. A man muft stoop 
to. conquer, and muft raLty to rife. It is 
but: the debafement of a moment, and the 
hours of pleafure that follow it are furely 
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a fifficient recompenfe for his temporary 
fubmiffion. 


I have had innumerable opportunities to 
obferve the little prejudices and difpofitions 
of the female heart. I know the falfehood, 
the diffipation and eccentricities that are en- 
grafted there, and how few are devoted to 
promote the felicity of a man who. 1s, inca~ 
pable of making them any return by contri- 
buting to their intereft or their pleafure;. or 
even the gratification of their vanity...“Phey 
muit be foothed and. flattered to their ruin. 
There is fomething fo {hocking in the con- 
ea of feduction to a female mind of 
any delicacy, that it requires the utmoft in- 
genuity to conceal the fhare, and: play with 
the paflions, ‘till reafon has no Jonger the 
power to oppole you. 


An apparent modefty, joined with an in- 
fnuating afpect and a melodious voice, . is 
the-moft dangerous. weapon of a‘defigning 
man. Women cannot endure us. when* we 
demand. their approbation as our due, and 
fook as if we would buily them intea com- 

pliance 
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phiance with our defires. The great’ bufi- 
nefs of their life is love, and the difpofal of 
their hearts the principal incident in their 
hiftory. It is not wonderful, therefore, that 
they look upon every incitement of paffion 
as a matter of fuch moment, and require us 
to accept their hearts as the moft peculiar 
favour.  Befides, there is a pride and plea- 
fure in conferring an obligation highly flat- 
tering to their vanity ; and they are natu- 
rally inclined to love thofe whofe meeknefs 
and {ubmiflion give them.an opportunity of 
exerting their power, and enjoying an ima~ 
ginary ruaph, 


The leflar arts of infinuation are known to 
almoft every man, and practifed upon almoft 
every woman. ‘Ihe common-place method 
of complimenting their underftanding, and 
their beauty, and their tafte, and their follies, 
and their vices, &c. &c. is‘all very deceitful, 
and of courfe very pleafing ; neither is the 
more expenfive method of making prefents 
to be \defpifed:. Women are in general 
pleafed .with toys, and men lofe nothing by 
then 
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their Itberality in this particular ; for Shen- 
fione juftly obferves, the making prefents 
to a woman one addrefles, 1s like throwing 
armour into an enemy's camp, with a refo- 
lution to recover it. 


- Ymufthere obferve, that the common=place 

obfervations of moralilts upon the vicious ap- 
petites of men, and the virtuous inclinations 
of women, are equally falfe and ridiculous. 
The one are neither fo faultlefs nor the 
other fo guilty as they are reprefented. 
The levity, indifcrétion, and, perhaps, ‘in- 
delicacy of the women are the ‘principal 
fource of their misfortunes. Their reliance 
on their own prudence is the rock on ‘which 
they generally fplit; and the fentiment, that 
a woman may allow all innocent freedoms 
provided her virtue is fecure, is both grofsly 
indelicate and dangerous, and. has proved 
fatal to many of the fex. 


That confident eafe and unabafhed coun- 
tenance, which'feem to fet the world at de- 
fiance, and which the ladies have adopted 

to 
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to complete the hoftile appearance they 
take fo much pride to betray, are as dif- 
guifting to a man of fenfe and delicacy of 
feeling, as that indifcriminate attention, that a 
unmeaning fimper, which {miles on all alike. co 
and arifes either from an aukward affectation 
of foftnefs and fufceptibility, or a perfect 
infipidity. One of the chief beauties in the 
female character is that modeft referve, that 
retiring delicacy, which avoids the public 
eye, and is difconcerted even at the gaze of 
admiration. I do not mean to infinuate that 
an infenfibility to applaufe is amiable and 
praile-worthy. That would be to be de- : 
void of feeling, which is one of the lovelieft ah 
ornaments of the fex ; but there is a medium : es 
to be obferved; which every woman of pe- : 
netration may eafily difcover. 


An air of modefty is the moft infinuating 
addrefs ; and if a woman knew the value of 
{uch a charm, and the power it would give 
her, fhe would not barter it for all the af- 
fected airs, delufive glances, and wanton 
lifps of the moft accomplifhed coquette. 


The 
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The power of a fine woman over the 
hearts of men, and of men of the fineft 
parts, 1s inconceivable; and even beyond 
the flattering reprefentations of her moft 
fanguine hopes. They are {truck with love 
and admiration, and a thoufand agreeable 
emotions of tendernefs and paflion over+_ 
whelm their minds: they fee the delufive path 
they are purfuing, and are fenfible of the il- 
jufion that mifleads them, but they cannot, 
nor do they wifh to diffolve it. \ But af fhe 
is determined to difpel the charm, neither 
the magic of her beauty, nor the infatuation 
it infpired, can prevent it ; and fhe may foon 
reduce the angel to a very ordinary girl. 


A fine woman, like all other fine things 
in nature, has her proper points of view, 
from which fhe may be feen to moft advan- 
tage. To fix this point requires great 
judgment, and an intimate knowledge of 
the human heart. By the prefent mode of 
female manners, the women feem to expect 
that they fhall regain their afcendancy over 
us by the fulleft difplay of their perfonal 

charms ; 


GENERAL G 


17 


charms ; by a little licentioufnefs of conduct 
and expretlion ; and by priding themfelves 
on the imitation of our moft culpable eccen- 
tricities. But a very little time and expe- 
rience will fhew the folly of this expec- 
tation. 


Women are little aware of the jealouly 
of men, and how fatirically he comments 
upon every the fmalleft deviation from thofe 
bounds which are laid down as the only 
proper fphere of their action. ‘The moft 
innocent expreffion 1s obnoxious to perver~ 
fion; every look, every motion, has its fig 
nification; and the moft ill-natured con- 
ftru€tions are put upon every action that is 
open to a falfe conclufion. 


A woman mutt be ftrangely infatuated in- 
deed, who thinks to recommend herfelf to 
our fex by an almoft total renunciation of 
her own,——-THE AGE OF CHIVALRY IS 
GONE. Our modern race of heroes do not 
hold it neceflary to go forth on romantic ex- 


peditions of knight-errantry, to bring home 
: Dp proofs 
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proofs of their valour to lay at the feet of 
their miftrefles; nor to fee the object of 
their adoration armed cap-a-pee, ready to 
put their courage to the teft, and difpute 
every inch of ground before fhe.yields up 
the pofieffion of her perfon. If the blood 
of Alexander no longer animates the veins 
of one part of the creation, the heart of the 
Amazon fhould ceafe to beat in the other. — 


We fo naturally affociate the idea of fe- 
male foftnefs and delicacy with a corre- 
fpondent delicacy of conftitution, that the 
want of it is diigufting in the extreme, and 
a proof of that hard and mafculine fpirit, 
which of all a woman’s faults we diflike the 
mott, a 


When a girl ceafes to blufh, fhe has loft 
the moft powerful incentive of paffion, 
and the moft alluring charm of beauty.— 
That extreme fenfibility which it indicates 
may be a weaknefs and incumbrance in our 
fex, as I have often felt ; but in hers it is pe- 
culiarly engaging. Pedants, who think 

| them- 
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themfelves philofophers, afk why a woman 
fhould blufh when flie is confcious of no 
crime? It is a fufficient anfwer, that nature 
has made her to blufh when the is guilty of 
no fault, atid has forced us to love her be- 
caufe fhe does fo.—Blufhing has been called 
the robe of virtue ; and is fo far from being 
neceflarily an attendant on guilt, that it is 
the ufual companion of innocence. 


The world may probably fimile at read- 
ing lectures of this nature’ from the pen of 
a profefled ——-_———: but it fhould be re- 
membered, that folly has no longer the a 
charm for me it once poffeffed. I am not a 
now drawing the outlines of intrigues which | 
I have not the power to accomplifh, nor 
writing precepts of feduction in the profli- 
gate {pirit of youthful iniquity. My in- 
tention is only to point out the errors into 
which I have fallen, and the rocks on which 
Ifplit. Should others be tempted into thefe 
dangerous paths, they may learn from my 
example to fhun my evils ; and, by attending 
to what I write, may hear, for once in their 
De lives 
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lives at leaft, the genuine fentiments of 4 
man who has no longer any intereft in 
flattering or deceiving the world. 


From the very early opportunities I had 
of learning the falfe and hypocritical) {pirit 
of mankind, I have been in a ftate of warfare 
with the happinefs.of the whole univerle 
almoft ever fince my birth. And what-is 
there in the fociety of fo depraved a world, 
that. I fhould be tempted, for. its, fake, to 
mortify my fenfes, and give up their {weet- 
eft gratification. to its felicity and eafe?. All 
the. people I fee, are too much ‘engrofled 
by {chemes of intereft or ambition, to have 
any room left for fentiment or friendfhip. 
Converfation. is. reduced, to party difputes, 
and illiberal altercation; , and. focial. com- 
merce fullied with envy, malevolence, and. 
intrigue. Every perfon you deal with en- 
deayours to over-reach. you in the way of: 
bufinefs ; you are preyed upon by fharpers 
and idle mendicants, who pick your pockets, 
for the love of God, and live upon the f{poils 
of the ftranger. Your tradefmen are with- 
out 
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out con{cience, your friends without afféc- 
tion, and your. dependants without fidelity, 
The moft innocent man in appearance is 
generally the greateft rogue; and in the 
end proves either a tartar, a {py, or a lu- 
natic. 


In fuch a world, what’ has-a man, to do 
with honefty? The thought of fuch uni- 
verfal depravity is a comfort to’ me ih my 
prefent dejetion, and an alleviation to: thofe 
bitter reflections which fometimes fhoot 
acrofs my mind. But I have done with the 
icience of men ;. and. though my natural in- 
conitancy of difpofition, and: love of -diffi- 
pation, may fometimes tran{port: me into 
the vortex of folly, I fhall only return with 
amore complete contempt of one part of 
the world; and ‘deteftation of the other. 
Every thing that-is to be feen, and heard, 
and felt, in that refervoir of knavery, falfe- 
hood, and fophiftication, is only a greater 
inducement to the mind to deteft and re- 
nounce it for ever. 
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But it is time that I fhould turn from ge4 
neral to particular vices, and recall to my 
mind thofe {cenes of diflipation which em- 
ployed the moft confiderable part of my 
life. 


I have already faid, that gallantry was the 
great object to which all my thoughts, ftu- 
dies, and accomplifhments were directed ; 
and here I might gratify perhaps the cu- 
riofity of one part of the world, and the 
malevolent difpofition of the other, by re- 
lating the hiftory of the numberleis adven- 
tures I have known in the courfe of my 
pleaiures ; but at prefent I am not difpofed 
to furnifh food to either the licentious or 
fplenetic blockhead, and fhall only relate 
fuch anecdotes as pleafe my own fancy, 
without ftudying to gratify an ungrateful 
world, to which I owe nothing but hatred 
and deteftation. 


It is certain that a man of parts, fenti- 
ment, and addrefs, if he lays afide all regard 
to truth and humanity, may engage the 

hearts 
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hearts of fifty women at the fame time: it 
is therefore no wonder that, aflifted by their 
own love of admiration (which by the bye 
has been the ruin of thoufands of women of 
the beft hearts, and the fineft accomplifh- 
ments), I fhould triumph over the virtue of rp”, 
almoft every woman I afiailed. 1B 


In a practice of forty years and upwards, 
I have fcarcely known what it is to fail in a 
fingle inftance ; and haye during that period 
enjoyed the favors and full pofleffion of the 
moft accomplifhed and lovely women of the 
age. And even now, emaciated, crippled, 


and worn out as I am with length of years, pe 
debauchery, and difeafe, there are women, Bt 
devoid of neither youth nor beauty, who hear Lg 


my voice with admiration, and behold my 
perfon with defire. 


It was not fufficient that, in the courfe of 
my amours, I fhould have women to gratify 
the defires of my fenfuality. My heart was 
too delicate to yield itfelf to any thing but 
the 
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the impreffion of beauty in its moft lovely 
fhape; and however my appetite might 
have been palled by continual enjoyments,. 
my tafte remained pure and unfullied. 


The gratification of fenfuality alone never 
gave pleafure to my heart. I required a 
fofter intereft, a more intimate connexion 
with the object of my defire, than ever I 
could form with women who were not emi- 
nently bleffed with the fafcinating power of 
perfonal perfection. Nothing but-beauty 
could infatuate and attach me ; and to pofiefs 
it, I have fuffered as many changes, and 
metamorphofed myfelf into as many fhapes, 
as ever Proteus aflumed. No difficulty, no 


 obftacle could impede my defires ; and the 


abfurdities I have committed to accomplifh 
my ends are almoft incredible, 


As it fuited my convenience, I have been 
an atheift and a devotee—a philofopher and 
a rake—a parfon—a player—a cynic, a 
conjuror—a patriot—a courtier—a footman 
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—a mountebank—a pedlar—a mendicant 
and a prince—and almoft every other cha- 
racter that is to be found in the extremities 
of human nature.—I have been of all reli- 
gions, and of all feéts—I have kneeled. 
with the Roman catholic at the figure of 
her faint, and curfed with the pious pro- 
teftant, in the devotion of my heart, all 
idolatry and fuperftition —I have raifed my 
voice with the violent declaimer of eternal 
damnation, and have groaned in fpirit, and 
profeffed charity towards all mankind, with 
the felf-humiliated quaker.—I have renoun- 
ced the articles of faith, and talked of pre- 
deftination ; and have broke of the bread and 
drank of the cup of the modeft puritan.— 
Nay, I have been drenched in a confecrated 
horfe-pond, for the fake of a pretty anabap- 
tift’; and actually fuffered the pain of cir- 
cumcifion, to obtain a fair jewefs, who 
poffefled fome of the prettie/t diamonds 
and {weeteft features that ever I met with in 
any one woman. 
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It is not to be wondered at. that, 
among fuch a variety of characters, I 
fhould have tafted all the richeft enjoyments 
fenfuality can beftow, and been pretty 
deeply read in the prejudices, follies, diff- 
pations, and irregularities of the human 
heart. 


Let the dull and unimpaflioned moralift 
enjoy the felicity of virtue, and fpend a life 
of ferenity and peace in the undiffipated 
{hades of monaitic glooms. I envy him not 
the philofophic tenor of his mind, the dull 
fenfations that preferve him from the temp- 
tation of pleafure, nor the pulfe that vibrates 
but with the motion of a heart which is re- 
gulated by the calm influence of fanctty, 
{tupidity, and fuperftition,...With a foul 
devoted to pleafure, I have flown, not ftrug- 
gled through the world ; and:now, ftand- 
ing as | am upon the very extremity of 
human nature, I cannot keep my eyes from 
turning back to gaze.upon the lovely phan- 
toms of thofe fcenes, which continued in a 

| moft 
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moft beautiful fucceflion from the morning 
to the meridian of my life, and {till fhine 
with almoft undiminifhed luftre on the 
evening of my days. 


I thought my repentance of folly had 
been fincere; but I find it impoffible to 
deftroy the temper of the mind. Images 
once imprefled upon the memory will be 
ring of themfelves from time to time, 
though we give them no encouragement ; 
as the toflings and fluctuations of the wa- 
ter continue feveral hours after the wind is 
laid. 


Human nature cannot abide long in the 
fame humour; and thofe that feem to be 
always even-tempered people, like the Ca/~ 
pian {ea without ebb or flow, are only coun- 
terfeits and politicians. There is an art to 
conceal one’s paffions, but there is none that 
can annihilate them. We change from one 
affection, appetite, and defire to another. 
Our inclinations circulate with our blood: 
they are transformed each minute, hour, 
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and day ; and are as fickle as the winds of 
heaven. 


I am convinced it is vain to. ftruggle 
again{t the difpofition that nature has given 
us. The efforts of virtue on a depraved 
mind are too often faint and ineffectual ; 
and all its effects are difcoloured and tinged 
with the darkened fhades of the heart. The 
{tream cannot be pure when the fountain is 
polluted. The ftrange infatuation of vice 
is almoft incredible; and where folly has 
once fet’ its imprefs, neither time nor rea- 
fon can eradicate. its features from the 
foul. It is recorded of Barbara the em- 
prefs, wife to Sigifmund, another Meffalina, 
that after her hufband’s death, her confeffor 
ae her to reform her manners and live 
more chaftely, like the turtle, fhe anfwered, 
“‘ If I muft imitate the life of birds, why 
not a _/parrow as well as a turtle ?” 


But to return from this digreffion. To 
give a perfect relation of all the intrigues 
in which I have been concerned, and the 
little 
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little anecdotes annexed to them, would re- 
quire volumes ; and I intend to throw away 
but a very few pages in the events of. a life 
which is fcarcely worth recording. I fhall, 
however, flightly touch upon fome circum 
{tances that have made a deeper impreffion 
than others ; and among the reft fhall fub- 
mit to the world the following lift of wo- 
men, whofe virtue was not proof againft the 
united efforts of opportunity and importunity. 


I fhall give thefe ladies, not according to 
the feveral periods at which they were de- 
voted to my pleafures, but according to 
their rank in the world; that their pride 
at leaft may be preferved inviolate, how- 


ever their reputation may have fuffered by 
the event. 


Two Ducuesses—One Englifh, and one French. 

Fourteen Counressrs—Five Englith, two Trifh, one 
French, and fix German. 

Four, Viscounresses— All Britith. 

Seven Baronesses — Three Englifh, two Scotch, and 
two Irifh. ; 

Baronets’ Lapirs, thirteen —— Seven Englifh, four 
Scotch, and two Irifh. 

Lorp 
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Lorp Mayors’, Knicnts’, and ALDERMEN’s WiyEs, 
five——All Britifh. 

*Squires’ Lapies, twenty— Moftly Britith. 

Peers’ DauGHTERS, uamarried, fourteen —— Englifh, 
Scotch, and Irifh. 

DescENDANTS Of PEERS, in the third and fourth gene- 
ration, twenty-one——Ditto, ditto, ditto. 

Younc Lapies, without any pretenfions to nobility, 
twenty-feven—Englifh, Irifh, Scotch, French, 
Dutch, and Americans. 

Manns of Honour, five—All Britifh. 

Oxp Maips, one—Strong Spanifh, with a dafh of tlie 
Trifh and Scotch. 

UNDISTINGUISHED Wipows, eleven——Of all countries, 
and of all ages and defcriptions. 


Thus the fum total of my amours, as 
nearly as I:can calculate, amounts to fixty- 
fix married women; fixty-two virgins ; five 
maids of honour, who are neither one thing 
nor the other; one old maid; and eleven 
widows ; in all, amounting to the grand 
fum of Ong HuNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE 
PERSONS. 


My defcendants are almoft as numerous 
as my conquefts ; many of them I never 
| faw, 
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faw, but thofe which I know of may come 
under the following defcription, ‘viz. 


Two CarpinaLs, 
One BisHop, _ 

One Duke, 

Four Earts, 

Two ViscounTs, 
Six Barons, 

Nine Baronets, 
Two Lorp Mayors, 
‘Two ALDERMEN, 
One SHERIFF, 
NINETEEN Esquires, 
TureE Puysictans, 
SEVEN BaRRISTERS, 
A Dissentinc Parson, 
A Jewisu Rassr, 
A TRADING Justice, 
A REpusBLican*, 


Twenty- 


* This fellow, of all my defcendants, is the one I moft 
diflike. He is the crude fruit of an old maid (vide the 
catalogue de mes petites Mechantes) begotten in difguft, and 
brought forth in-a fit of the {pleen. The world may be 
{urprifed, perhaps, that I could fo far conquer the delicacy 
of my tafte, as to fubmit to a connexion of fo diabolical a 
nature ; but it was a cafe of compaffion, of caprice, of 
ficklenefs, or of what you will. I wanted, in fhort, to 
break the pride and fubdue the prudery of fuch an ani- 


mal, 
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TWENTY-FOUR YOUNGER BROTHERS, 
THIRTY-SEVEN NoN-DESCRIPTS, 
And ELEven GERMAN Counts, every one of whom has 
killed his man, to prove the purity of his blood, 
and the antiquity of his family. 


I have not here mentioned any of my pro- 
geny in the female line. It/1swery extenfive, 
I believe ; but as I never Nad’either any in- 
clination or opportunity to enter into the 
merits of thefe ladies, I. have. by neglect 
entirely forgot their: number; as well as 


mal, and to fee what the offspring of fo ftrange a con- 
catenation would produce; but I have paid feverely for 
my curiofity, by giving being to a dogmatical cynic, — 
that has been peftering the world with ‘his fchifms and 
quibbles ever fince'he could fnarl. ‘This extraéd? of ver- 
juice feems only to delight in the contempt of the laws, 
the ruin of nations, and the rooting up of monarchies ; 
and we may fay of him, as fome wit faid of the famous 
Dr. Kenrick, ‘* He drinks ggua-vita, and {pits agua- 
fortis.’ The fellow appeared in the world at firft with a 
tolerable fhare of Common Senfe, but it has all evaporated, 
I fear, in his ridiculous fables of the Rights of Man. 1. 
will not venture to prophefy his exit from the world; but 
as he was begotten and came into it with infinite Pain, it 
is probable, if he meets his deferts, he will leave it with 
fenfations of a fimilar nature. 


their 
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their virtues, My family is, however, as 
numerous as I could with ; and though I am 
fenfible I muft. have made fome few omif- 
fions, as my account at prefent ftands, my 
ftriplings of iniquity amount to the number 
of One HunpReED AND FIFTEEN. 


Were I to relate the various methods, 
{chemes, and hypocritical pretences I made 
ule of to infure me fuccefs in the courfe of 
my amours, mankind would regard them 
with equal aftonifhment and admiration ; 
but fuch a recapitulation is but little adapted 
to the prefent fituation of my mind.—Snf- 
fice it therefore to fay, that my principal 
care was to blend together the moft fwiking 
parts of the three following characters— 
the Hero, the Gentleman, and the Petit- 
maitre. Inthe ftudy of thefe parts I found 
all the accomplifhments neceffary to poliih 
the mind, adorn the perfon, and give an 
eclat to the moft fimple and unpremeditated 
actions. 


In the character of a hero, I affumed en 
air of confidence and fuperiority ; fwag- 
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gered, fought, and conquered.—Under the 
name of a gentleman, I wore an appearance 
of modefty and affurance, which claimed 
both attention and refpect. And with the 
frivolous badinage of a_ petit-maitre, I 
foftened both the aufterity of the hero and 
the referve of the gentleman ; and related 
the common-place chit-chat of the day 
with fuch pretty tones and fuch infinuating 
looks, that I have often been attended to 
with admiration in thefe empty rhapfodies, 
when virtue and good fenfe have been 


totally difregarded. 


In the character of a petit-maitre a man 
ever appears to the beft advantage in the 
eyes of a woman. It is an imitation of 
herfelf, and never lays a man under the im- 
putation of being a conjuror ; though it 
requires a confiderable degree of knowledge 
and acutenefs to perform it with dexterity. 
In this charaéter I have fported away many 
hours of my life, and received more fmiles 
than ever fhone upon me in any other 
fituation. 

I have 
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I have -wantoned round a lady’s toilet, 
with all the antics of an amorous monkey, “8 
for hours together. I have difpofed her ee 
curls, her patches, and her pins. I have HE 
fuited her ribbands to her complexion, and ee 
fometimes her complexion to her ribbands. " 
I have criticifed on muflins and cambrics 
for an hour at a time, and given a lecture 
on the properties of ice-cream and whipt- 
fillabub to admiration. I have divided her 
Grefs into a hundred parts, and given her 
the hiftory of each: particular ; defcribine 
her muff and fan as coming together from 
the different ends of the earth—her fcarf 
from the torrid zone, her tippet from be- 
neath the pole—her brocade petticoat from 
the mines of Peru, and her diamond neck- 
lace from the bowels of Indoflan. I was 
always perfectly inftructed in the follies 
and falhions- of the day; knew every mi— 
nute circumftance of every domeftic tiff, 
every fafhionable faux pas, and could tell to 
a nicety the drefs of the moft fanciful lady, 
the airs of the moft affested gentleman, and 
Ba the 
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the form, hiftory, and dimenfions of every 
new trinket, &c. 


Thefe things will of courfe appear tri- 
fling to a perfon who is unacquainted with 
their influence on the female fex; but {till 
they are the moft important points of learn- 
ing to a man of intrigue ; and as neceflary 
to be acquired before he can take his degree 
in the court of Love, as ethicks are to a doctor 
of divinity, before he is approved by. the 
univerlity of Cambridge. 


“ No flattery,” fays Lord Cheflerfield, *< is 
too grof{s for a woman to {wallow ;” and he 
might have added, no trifling too infignifi- 
cant to delight her. 


As a proof of this, I beg leave to mention; 
a circumftance which obtained me the: pof- 
feflion of the countefs of when the 
moft ingenious devices had failed, and at the 
very moment fhe was in the zenith of power, 
and beheld every eye fparkling with love 
and admiration of her beauty. 


I had 
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I had. watched the glances and gratified 
the defires of this lady for above a month 
together, with as much folicitude and devo~ 
tion as a pilgrim at the fhrine of his faint : 
but this elevated beauty was as deaf to my 
folicitations, as any faint in the calendar to 
the oraifons of enthufiaftic folly. I had ex- 
hibited all the little hypocritical arts of 
infinuation in vain; when one day, tired 
and chagrined at her indifference, I caught 
her little favorite child to my brea{t, and 
favifhed thofe kiffes upon his lips which I 
would fain have imprinted upon his mo- 
ther’s. The countefs’s eyes fparkled with 
delight as I embraced her child ; but when 
fhe faw me take my handkerchief from my 
pocket and wipe his nofe, which was dirty, 
fhe could no longer contain the tendernefs 
of her heart. I beheld her delight with the 
moft triumphant fatisfaction ; and, taking 
her at the critical moment, pleaded my 
caufe with fo much paflion, tendernefs, and 
perfuafion, that fhe had not power to with- 
ftand me, and I was gratified to the utmoft 
extent of my defires. Thus wiping the 
wet 
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wet nofe of a fqualling little brat, wained 
me the pofleffion of the fineft woman in 
Europe. 


Before I relate any of thofe little hiftories 
of my amours which I intend to throw into 
this work, I muft obferve, that the ftigma 
ufually caft upon a woman whole paffions 
prompt her to deviate from the path of rec- 
titude, partakes in a great meafure of that 
malevolence and fpirit of fatire that almoft 
every creature in the univerfe levels againft 
another. People feldom trouble themfelves 
with more than a fuperficial view of things, 
and too often pronounce judgment without 
entering into the merits of the caufe. 


How often is a woman bound by the 
chain of matrimony to a man, whofe every 
idea, word, and action, is a wound to the 
feelings of her heart! Inftead of meeting 
with fenfe, delicacy, and tendernefs; a lover, 
a friend, and a pleafurable companion in 
a hufband, fhe may be tired with dulnefs and 
infipidity ; {hocked with indelicacy; or mor- 
tified 


GENERAL C——=, 39 


ified by. indifference. Thus. fituated, fhe 
will find none to compaffionate, or even 
under{tand her fufferings. The world will 
laugh at her delicacies, and call her objec- 
tions chimerical ; but fhould fhe take the 
law into her own hands, and revenge her- 
{elf for the infidelity of her hufband, and 
reap that pleafure her parents denied her, 
by. giving way to the .tendernefs: of her 
heart, the world immediately loaths the 
found of her voice, and fhuts her from its 
fociety.. Her footf{teps are marked with pol- 
lution, and the very air fhe breathes is look- 
ed upon as contaminated. “ Whip me fuch 
{toics, Great Governor of Nature!’ and 
give me rather to wear for ever the yoke 
of bondage on my neck, than the weight 
of fuch fetters on my foul! 


I, who was never an advocate for ma- 
trimony, {till look upon it as the moft 
abominable fpecies of flavery ; and in the 
younger part of my life thought it a virtue 
to divert the. melancholy moments of. thofe 
whofe 
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whofe inaufpicious’ {tars had placed them 
under its malignant influence. 


Among the many occurrences I have ex- 
perienced of this nature, I cannot avoid the 
temptation I feel to relate the following 
ftory:: 


Some years ago, when | was in America, 

I was introduced one evening at a ball to a 
lady, whofe beauty, tone of voice, and ex- 
preffion were the moft infatuating that can 
pollibly be conceived. My heart did not 
remain a moment. infenfible to her perfec- 
tions. The inftant that gave her to my 
eyes imprefled her image on my foul; and 
the converfation of a few minutes fo entirely 
captivated me, that fhe could not but dif- 
cover the almoft univerfal agitation I was 
thrown into whenever our eyes encountered 
each other. The hours feemed to glide 
imperceptibly away while I hung in a fit 
of tranfport on the mufic of her tongue; 
and when the moment of our feparation 
arrived, 
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arrived, I thought I beheld a melancholy 
thoughttulnefs in her afpeét, which feemed 
to exprefs all the tendernefs I could with 
for. 


I handed her to her carriage ; and when I 
prefled her hand at bidding her adieu, fhe 
foftly returned the preflure with a blufh of 
timidity. which fo. entirely fafcinated me, 
that I had not the power to move from the 
{pot till fome time after her carriage had 
vanifhed from my fight. 


It was.in, vain I endeavoured to clofe 
my eyes, and flatter myfelf with future 
opportunities. of accomplifhing the defires 
of my heart. The thought of her hufband’s 
watchfulnefs, who I had learnt was jealous 
of her to diftraction, difturbed my repotle, 
and placed fo many obftacles in the way of 
my felicity, that the night was paffed in the 
utmoft torment and agitation. 


In the morning | formed a thoufand ro- 
mantic ‘{chemes to ingratiate mylfelf with 
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the hufband of my miftrefs ; but the furly 


and jealous difpofition of the brute rendered 
them all impracticable. For about a fort- 
night I remained in the moft tormenting 
perplexity, being deprived the whole time 
of the fight of my lovely inamorata. At 
Jeneth, however, the idea occurred to me of 
engaging myfelf in her fervice, and I put it 
in execution in the following manner: | 


I fent for her footman, and, pretending 
that I knew fome of his connexions, offered 
to take him into my fervice as my valet-de- 
chambre, and make his falary much more 
confiderable than I knew the profits of his 
place at that time could poffibly amount to. 
The fellow immediately clofed with my 
propofal ; gave in his refignation, agreeably 
to my defire, and entered upon his new em= 
ployment the fame day. : 


Thus far my fuccefs was as fplendid as I 
could wifh. My next care was to procure 
leave of abfence from my regiment, ‘which 
I eafily obtained ; and telling my fervants I 
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was going for fome time fo a diftant part of 
the’country, ordered a few articles of linen, 
&c. to be packed up and conveyed to a place 
I had provided for the purpofe ; then dreff- 
ing mytfelf in a fuit of plain clothes, I pro- 
ceeded to the houfe of my little idol; and, 
having obtained admiflion to the prefence 
of her hufband, offered myfelf to him in 
quality of a lacquey: 


This gentleman eyed me with the moft 
fufpicious penetration ; but as there was no 
thing in my appearance he could poflibly 
object to; after catechifing me with refpect 
to the hiftory of my iif (with the fimple 
circumftances of which, as I related them ta 
him, he feemed perfectly fatisfied), and ex- 
amining one or two difcharges I had taken 
care to provide for the occafion, he con- 
defended to honor me with his approbation, 
and clothe me in the tinfel livery of my 
obfequious valet. 


The novelty of my fituation was extremely 
pleafant; and the thought of attending 
G 2 ny 
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my miftrefs at all hours, and the happinefs 
that fuch an adventure might in the end 
procure me, made me particularly active 
and attentive to the duties of my function. 


The fame day I entered on mynew em- 
ployment: gave me the opportunity I: fo 
long defired, of gazing upon the beauties 
which had made fo deep an impfeffion on 
my heart. This angel, for fo fhe certainly 
appeared in my eyes, entered the dining- 
parlour,: attended by her hufband; and 
glancing her eye flightly upon me as fhe 
pailed, blufhed, and, turning » away hen 
head, applied her handkerchief to her face 
to cover her confufion. 


This adventure difconcerted me a little ; 
but I was fufficiently mafter of myfelf to 
conceal my emotions, and to wait at table 
with an air of the moft perfeét nonchalance. 
But my miftrefs was not quite fo much at 
her eafe. She trembled whenever I ap- 
proached her, and avoided: as much ‘as 
pollible the meeting of my eyes: She fpoke 
little, 
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little, ate lefs, and complained of indif- 
polition anda depreffion of the {pirits, to 
avoid exciting fufpicions in her hufband ; 
who frequently enquired into the caufe of 
her filence, and the variation of her coun- 
tenance, which was alternately fpread with 
the: moft fafcinating blufhes, and the more 


tempered) fhadows of modefty and con- 
fufion. 


To defcribe the fituation of my mind 
after I left her prefence, and during the 
whole ‘of the fucceeding night, would al- 
moft be impoflible: I was’ agitated with 
the moft tormenting paffions, the moft 
lively anticipations of felicity, and the moft 
alflicting doubts and apprehenfions ; but in 
the ‘morning “I was refolved’ to pufh my 
fortune as ‘far as it would vo, and leave the 
re{t-to fate, 


I accordingly wrote to the object of my 
defire in the moft paffionate and infinuating 
terms I could invent. I depicted in the moft 
lively colours the affeGtion I had conceived 


for 
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for her, the pleafure I experienced in the 
few hours I was’ permitted to enjoy her 
converlation, the grief that feized upon my 
heart at the moment of our feparation, and. 
all the various afflictions I had fuftained 
from that to the prefent moment. I,pointed 
out the romantic hopes of happinefs I had 
conceived, in being permitted to gaze upon 
her, in the tendereft language; and begged, 
fince {he was devoted to the arms of another, 
and fate had deprived me for ever of the 
{weet hope of being united to her, that fhe 
would not debar me of the only happinefs I. 
could enjoy, that of waiting and gazing 
upon her. 


This letter I contrived to deliver fecretly 
to my lovely miftrefs during the time fhe 
was at breakfaft; and, as I attended her in 
the evening, had the happinefs to receive an 
anfwer from her, couched in the molt de- 
licate ‘and expreflive terms. 


She pitied the excefs of my paflion, chided 
me for my imprudence, hinted at the in- 
7 felicities 
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felicities of her own fituation ; yet intreated 
me, if her happinefs was dear to me, to 
give up the romantic idea of continuing as 
her domeftic ; as it might probably expofe 
us both to the revenge of a man, whofe im- 
placability of temper would leave us no 
room to hope for mercy or compaffion, 


If there had been any doubt of her tri 
umph over. my heart before, this letter 
would have completed her conquelt. My 
pation was now at its height. I wrote to 
her again, and obtained her permiffion to ses 
continue in the quality of her footman ; and i 
as we had but few. opportunities of con- 
verfing together, we kept up this little 
epiltolary correfpondence, and mutually ex-~ 
changed letters every day. 


My affiduity and attention in my official 
Capacity was extremely pleafing to m 
mafter, and J] ingratiated myfelf fo much 
into his good graces, that he looked upon 
me as a fellow of the utmoft fidelity. He 
fometimes condefcended to honor me with 
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his confidence; and the familiarity of his 
behaviour foon removed all that reftraint 
which the nature of my fituation, and. the 
con{cioufnefs of my intentions, had. at, firft 
opprefled. me with. 


Every day now foftened the afperity of 
my mafter’s conduct, and every hour gave 
me opportunities of: beholding .and: con- 
verfing with my lovely miftrefs.. It is but 
natural to fuppofe, that a man of my com- 
plexion did not throw away thefe important 
moments. They, were émployed; in the moft 
delightful fcience, and the. defires of my 
heart were at length crowned with all its 
fondeft withes had anticipated. But fortune; 
who had long indulged me in her choiceft 
pleafures, was now refolved to chahge the 
fcene, and make me pay a dear price for 
the gratifications I had enjoyed. 


Aires T had a ih time tafted the moft 
delicious fruits of my victory, we were one 
day furprifed, in the mid{t of our tendereft 
carefles, by the unexpected approach of my 
mafter, 
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49 
tiafter, who coming direétly to his wife’s 
apartment, juft allowed me time to creep 
under the bed. The difordéer in which he 
found his wife might have alarined a lefs 
jealous temper ; but fhé might eafily have 
exculed her defhabille, and evaded his fufpi- Ve 4 
cions, had He not, by a crofs accident, dif- | oe 
covered my legs, which the tithe had not 
allowed me to conceal in a proper manner. 
He itninediately feized me by the ankles, 
and drew meé out into the middle of the 
room ; then turning to his wife with a ftern 
countenance, and inatehing’ a fhort fabre, 
that hung at the head of his bed, would 
have inftantly difpatched her, had I not very 
gallantly feized his arm, and with many im- 
precations aflerted he innocence and my 
own guilt ; which, however, I protefted had 
hitherto gone no farther than defign. She 
fo well feconded my plea, that he was at 
length impofed tipon; and now all his rage 
was directed again{t me. Simple death he 
looked upon as too fmall a punilhment, and 
feemed to rack his brain for fome new and 


unheard-of torture to inflict upon me, which 
0 the 
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the poor lady was in too. great a fright to 
diffuade him from executing; and perhaps, 
if her concern for me had made her attempt 
it, it would have raifed a jealoufy in him not 
afterwards to be removed. 


All the fervants in the houfe were by this 
time collected in-the chamber; and my 
matter, pleafed with the cruel fuggeftions of, 
his own mind,. ordered me to be feized-and 
bound, {wearing that he. would. do. fevere 
juftice on me for my criminal intention,. and. 
prevent, me.from any danger, of executing 
my wicked purpofe hereafter, : 


‘Twas at firft fo fhocked at hearing my bar- 
barous fentence pronounced, that I had not 
power to oppofe the decree ; and was very 
near feeing myfelf, like poor Abelard, bound 
to the ane and deprived of all pretenfions 
to manhood. But returning to myfelf at 
the moment of my_deftruction, I leaped. 
from the grafp of my. affaflins, and, feizing a 
red-hot be from the fire, brandifhed it 
over, my head with the moft determined 

ferocity, 
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ferocity, and with a few {weeps of my wea- 
pon lett all my antagonifts fprawling on the 
ground. Idid net paufe a moment to tri- 
umph over the fallen ; but locking the door 
after me, to prevent the pollibility of pur- 
fuit, I {tripped off my livery, and, returning 
to my lodgings, affumed once more the ap- 
pearance of a military man. 


Thus ended an adventure that ‘had afford- 
ed me fome of the moft delightful hours I 
had ever experienced ; and in {pite of the 
incon{tancy of my nature, I could not re- 
flect upon moments that had been fweet- 
ened with the carefles of fo angelic a woman 
without a figh of regret ; and to eafe my 
heart of reflections which deftroyed its fe- 
licity, I attached myfelf to a little French 
coquette, whofe beauty and eccentricities 
were at that time the theme of admira- 
tion. 


This lady was of that clafs of volatile 
{pirits which the Speéfator fo admirably ri- 
dicules ‘under the name of Idols; but as 
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there are a great variety.of thefe pretty 
faints, it is juftly obferved, that it would be 
as difficult a tafk to reckon up the different 
kinds of thefe images of idolatrous worthip, 
as Milton was to. number thole that were 
known in Canaan, and the lands adjoin- 


ing. 


Moft of them are worfhipped, like Mo- 
loch, in -fires and flames. Some of them, 
like Baal, love to fee their votaries cut and 
flafhed, and fhedding ther blood for them; 
and fome of them, like the idol in the Apo- 
crypha, mutt have treats and collations pre- 
pared for them every night.. Their humour 
and extravagance are prettily defcribed. in a 
tale of Chaucer. He reprefents one of them 
fitting at a table with three of her yotaries 
gbout her, who are all of them courting her 
Savor, and paying their adorations. She 
fmiled upon one, drank to another, and, 
trod upon the other’s foot, which was under 
the table. Now which of thefe three, fays 
the old bard, do. you think was. the fa= 
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vourite? In troth, fays he, not one of all 
the three. 


My lively Parifian was exactly of this dif- 
pofition ; and the {equel of the ftory will 
prove how little the fidelity of a coquette is 
to be depended upon. 


At the time I firft marked her out as the 
object of my pleafures, fhe was furrounded by 
at leaft a dozen men, to every one of whonr 
the had given the moft flattering encourage- 
ments, and reafon to hope the full gra- 
tification of his defires. But I, who faw re 
through the wantonnefs of her difpofition, * 
and the pleafure fhe took in exciting the 
jealoufy, and tormenting thofe who had im 
prudently declared their attachment to her, 
piqued her pride, and played off with her 
own weapons to fo much admiration, that 
fhe would have given the world to fubdue 
an indifference which feemed to fet her art 
at defiance. In vain fhe practifed all the 
little wiles of coquetry and diffimulation ; [ 
maintained my ground with the moft phi- 

| : lofophic 
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lofophic refolution, and bafiled by the moft 
provoking extravagancies all her {tratagems 
of infinuation. Every hour feemed to draw 
forth fome new caprice in my chara¢ter.— 
Alternately tender and indifferent, I carefled 
‘ther at one moment, and neglected her the 
next. I was now all life and fpirit, and 
now fullen and unentertaining. With a 
countenance of forrow and dejectiort 1 
would caft myfelf at her feet, and entreat 
her, in an ironical tone of voice, to com- 
paffionate and reward the tendernefs of my 
affection: In fhort, I tormented her {6 com- 
pletely, that, to be’ revenged of me, and at 
jength to have the pleafure of a triumph, fhe 
gave me the opportunity I had waited for 
with fo much anxiety, and gratified both: 
her own pride and my pleafure at the fame 
Moment. — 


This: intercourfe lafted for fome_ time, 


»and would probably have continued much 


longer, had not a little accident interrupted 
our pleafures, and put an end to our. con- 
nexian, | 


One 
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One. evening, ‘on my. return froma. party 
m_ the country, with. which | intended to 
continue a few days longer than I really 
did, I propofed to myfelf the pleafure of 
going. to her houfe about midnight, and 
furprifing her with my prefence. I entered 
by a little _garden-door, of which I-had the 
key, and proceeded without any. noife i im 
mediately to her chamber. But. what was 
my furprife at beholding the little infidel in 
the arms of my own; footman, whom I had 
permitted, at her requett, to continue with 
her duri ing the time I -was in the country ! 


_.My, aftonifhment deprived. me of all 
power of utterance for the moment : butrer. 
covering niyfelf, I tore the mifcreant from 
the bed,, and was proceeding to handle him 
very roughly ; ; when, without appearing in 
itl? leaft difconcerted, my little. traitrefs 

old me, fhe was amazed at my imper tinence 
at taking fuch liberties with any perfon un- 
der her proreebion and gave me to under- 
ftand, that fhe had only indulged me with 
the poffeffion of her perfon to gratify ~her 
own 
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own pride; that the novelty of our con- 
nexion was now wore off; that fhe had 
pleafed her own inclination in giving way 
to the paffion of my valet; and concluded 
with begging me to depart in peace ; inti- 
mating, at the fame time, that. fhe muft 
otherwife be under the neceffity of collect= 
ing her fervants, and giving them orders to 
difmifs me out by the window. 


During this pretty harangue, 1 had time 
énotich to colle@t my thoughts, and refolu- 
tion enough to defpife her; fo giving her 
fhivering paramour a hearty kick or two_as 
It retired, I made.my exit, arid left her to 
the enjoyment of her lover. 


This adventure occafioned me fo much 
chagrin and ill-will towards the whole fex, 
efpecially that part. which takes pride in 
coquetting and fporting with the feelings of 
every man, that I denounced war againft 
them without mercy; dnd carried on, my 
conquefts with fo much rapidity, that I had 

fcarcely 
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{carcely time to reap the fruit of my vic- 
tories. | 


In the earlier part of my life I had the 
timidity of a novice about me, in {pite of all 
my inclination to fucceed, and the examples 
I had daily fet before my eyes by the induf- 
try of my companions ; but I was now tole- 
rably well verfed in the hypocrify of the 
men, and the weaknefs of the women, and 
joined to a prepoffefling appearance, a moft 
invincible defire to poflefs every woman emi- 
nent for her beauty and accomplifhments. 


To account for my extraordinary fuccefs 
is impoffible, and it appears at this moment 
a myftery to myfelf. I have fometimes, 
merely to try how far the language of per- 
fuafion on one fide, and.the weaknefs of 
nature on the other, would-prevail on a wo~- 
man,.fat down to ftudy the temper of a 
mind, and indulge it in all its extravagan- 
cies; and though I have, had no other 
defire but curiofity to gratify in fuch an 
attempt, I can {carcely remember a fingle 
I circum 
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circumftance of this nature, in which I have 
not been obliged to yield to the temptation 
of feduction to prelerve my own repu- 
tation. 


Whatever vifions of virtue philofophic 
apathy may invent, they can make no im- 
preflion upon my mind, while the experi- 
ence of fixty years and upwards, fupported. 
by every faculty I poflefs, rife up im judg- 
ment againft them. Honor in the poffeffion 
of a woman, as one of the fex has obferved, 
melts like ice-cream in the niouth: and I 
would as foon truft to the tenets of Mahomet, 
as to my grandmother’s proving virtuous 
againit a temptation of vice. 


I was once told by.a woman, who was by 
no means remarkable for her deviations from 
rectitude, that fhe had repeatedly endea- 
voured to aflume the prim air of virtue, and. 
itifle every emotion that was not ftriétly 
contormable to its. diGtates; but fhe can- 
didly acknowledged that fhe was always 
baffled in the attempt, and neyer had the 

power 
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power to hold ont againft the temptation of 
pleafure for three hours together. Virtue 
in a woman is certainly nothing more than 
the fal mortuorum of the ancient Romans, 
whofe beams ferved only to give a faint 
mock-glimmering to the ghofts that wander 
on the fide of Charon’s ferry, and like an 
ignis fatuus to miflead them up and down in 


the dark fuburbs of Elyfium. 


It is prettily obferved, and juftified by ex- 
perience, that the virtues of man are writ- 
ten in fand, and the record of his perfections 
may be deftroyed by the firft blaft of the 
zephyr ; but that his vices are engraven on 
tablets of brafs, and are never to be expunged. 
The latter, like the heads of the Hydra, fhoot. 
forth with new vigor as foon as they are 
deftroyed: but the vital fpark of the former 
may be extinguifhed in a moment; and not 
unaptly compared to the Venetian treafure ; 
which being once fhewn to the Spani/b am- 
baflador in many coffers of filver, gold, and 
jewels, the wife Ca/lihan defiring to fee the 
bottom of thefe wealthy chefts turned up, 
I2 when 
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when: it. was: done; made. this remark—-— 
Your riches have no roots, nor grow, like thofe 
my mafter doth poffe/s in the Indies. 


The boafted excellencies and acquifitions 
of morality are much of the fame nature. 
No traditional chemiftry of men can revive 
the foul, or call forth a virtue from a heart 
tinged with vice, and branded with imper- 
fection. Perhaps fome theological Para- 
celfus, Helmont, or Arabian Ifriqui, may from 
the afhes. of an original flower raife the fan- 
taftic form of it again, that is, the colour and 
contexture of the leaves; but none of them 
is able to beftow the vital fap, the feminal 
juice, the inward virtue of the once profper- 
ous and flourifhing vegetable. No mortal 
can repair what Adam.once deftroyed. That 
Pratoplaft and his wife have ruined us all. 


I have fometimes myfelf, in the midft of 
my moft licentious fcenes, fat down to ex- 
amine and imitate the boafted lovelinefs of 
virtue ; and in one of thefe fits actually re- 
folved to renounce my -follies, and marry 

fome 
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fome little ignoramus, whofe fortune might 
enable me to live like a gentleman, and re 
pair the former extravagancies of my life. 


In this idea, I made my firft addrefles to 
a young lady. in the country ; and. things 
went on moft fwimmingly, till the: old 
put, her father, happening. to hear that I 
had been ftrongly fufpected of crim. con. 
with the Countefs of ——, forbad me his 
houfe, and within a fortnight after gave his 
daughter, with twenty thoufand pounds, to 
a roaring fox-hunter in the neighbourhood. 


I made my next applications to a widow, 
and attacked her fo brifkly, that I thought 
imyfelf within a fortnight of her. As I 
waited upon her one morning, fhe told me 
that fhe. intended to keep her readyemoney 
and jointure in her own hands, and defired 


me to call upon her attorney,.who would 


adjuft with me what it was proper for me ta 
add to it. I was fo rebuffed by this over- 
ture, that I never enquired either for. her. or 
her attorney afterwards. 


A few 
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A few days after I addrefled myfelf to the 
mof{t innocent-looking little creature in the 
univerfe. I danced with her, fung to her, 
told her pretty ftories from the Fairy Tales, 
{queezed her hand, faid all the foft things 
i could invent, and gained her permiffion to 
open the affair to her father. But as I went 
one day to the houfe in order ‘to break. the 
matter to him, I found the whole family in 
contufion ; and heard, to my furprife’ and 
mortification, that Mifs Lowifa had that 
very Morning run away with the butler, by 
whom fhe had been with child fix months 
before, 


After this I laid fiege to four heireffes 
iucceflively, and was as happy as I could 
poflibly wifh in their good opinion ; but I 
don't know how it came to pafs, though I 
feldom failed of getting the daughter’s con- 
fent, I could never in-my life get the old 
people on my fide. 


My next attempt was highly promifing of 
fuccefs ; and I fhould certainly have accom- 
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plifhed my point at laft, with a very pretty 
brunette, and a f{plendid fortune, had I not 


been fool enough to put her virtue to the. 


teft.—I prefled for a. premature enjoyment, 
and fhe had not the refolution to oppofe 
me. In fhort, fhe admitted me to her bed the 
night before we were to have been married, 
and my honor. would not permit me.to unite 
myfelf to her after fuch a faux pas. This was 
the dearelt pleafure I ever enjoyed.—Her 
fortune was at leaft thirty thoufand pounds. 


My laft effort was upon an old woman 
eaten up with the gout, palfy, and a ftrong 
afthmatic. cough, whom I had certainly borne 
away with flying colours, if her relations 
had not come pouring in to her affiftance 
from all parts of England; nay, 1 believe 
I fhould have got her at laft, had fhe not 
been fuddenly carried off by a hard froft 
and a violent fit of the cholic. 

| My want of fuccefs in thefe arduous un- 
dertakings difgufted me fo much, that for 
that time I gave up all thoughts of matri- 
mony ; 
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mony ; and joining the companions of my 
former pleafures, I bound my temples with 
chaplets of myrtle and rofes, as the merry 
fellows among the ancients are defcribed, 
and fought once more the {miles of diffipation ; 
or, to exprefs it more delicately in the words 
of Monfieur de Fontenelle,—des graces qut 
rient, et des amours qui foldtrent. 


It is in fcenes of this kind alone that the 
fource of pleafure is obferved never to grow 
dry ; in all other fituations of life there 1s 
fome little drawback on our felicity, fome 
perplexing circumftance which deftroys our 
profpect, inverts the mirror, and fhews the 
dark fhade of the picture to the eye. But 
in the happy vacuity of thought, and variety 
of pleafures, which diffipation procures, a 
man has not time to grow ftupid in his en- 
joyments. His defires and gratifications 
almoft accompany one another, and leave 
him no room to repine in that expectation 
of pleafure, which the dilatory tempers of 
women very often excite in the more calm 


and retired fcenes of the world. | 
This 


Ee SOO, aE 


GENERAL G——=, 


This tormenting propenfity in women is 
moft admirably rallied in the Speéfator, 
where a brother of the coif complains, that 
he began his fuit vicefimo nono Caroli Secundi, 
before he had been a twelvemonth at the 
Temple; that he profecuted it for many 
years after he was called to the bar; that . 
at prefent he is a ferjeant at law ; and not- 
withftanding he hoped matters would have 
been long fince brought to an iffue, the Fair 
One {till demurs. This fpirit of deniutring 
feemed to prevail fo much at that time, 
that another- gentleman declares, that he 
had been playing bo-peep with his mif- | 
trefs till fhe had grown as grey as a cat, Mes 
had. not a tooth in her head, and was “ 
changed from a pretty hoyden of a girl into 
a good motherly fort of a woman. And I 
actually knew a lady myfelf, who per- 
mitted aman to court for one-and-twenty 
years before fhe confented to marry him, 
and had deferred it for fourteen years, as 
fhe afterwards declared, merely becaufe 
fhe could not prevail upon any of her young 
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married friends to let her into the fecret of 
fuch a connexion. 


Ladies of this difpofition fhould recollect, 
that-life is not long enough for a coquette 
to play all her tricks in. A timorous wo- 
man drops into her grave before fhe has 
done deliberating. Were the age of man 
the fame that it was before the Flood, a 
lady might facrifice half a century to a 
fcruple, and be two or three ages in de- 
murring. Had. fhe nine hundred years 
good, fhe might hold out to the converfion 
of the ‘ews, before fhe thought fit to be 
prevailed upon. But, alas! fhe ought to 
play her part in hafte, when fhe confiders 
that fhe is fuddenly to quit the ftage, and 
make room for others 


This is a maxim I have ever preached, 
and ever practifed; and in the hey-day of 
my blood, I looked upon a day’s lols ina 
matter of intrigue, with as much regret as 
the Emperor of Rome exprefled, when 

| once 
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6tice recolleGting he had done no good ac- 
tion during the day, he laid his hand upon 
his breaft,'and exclaimed, I have loft a day. 


My anxiety ts employ my hours in the 
earlier part of my life, was fo very great, 
that I had frequently two. or three affairs of 
gallantry upon my hands at the fame time; 
but this-is an ambition I would not advife 
every man to covet, as it is attended with a 
confiderable- degree of danger and. per- 
plexity. The tormenting jealoufy of a 
woman who imagines fhe has a right to 
your perfon, is putting her continually on 
her watch ; and if fhe difcovers the fmalleft 
infidelity on your part, fhe either perfecutes 
you with her complaints and fufpicions, or 
invents fomé diabolical method to be re- 
venged. I have had frequent apprehen- 
fions of entangling myfelf in thefe fnares, 
and occafion for all my ingenuity to filence 
the jealoufy of one, counteract the coquetry 
of another, and ftifle the tormenting fond- 
nefs of q third. 


This 
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This infidelity and diffimulation ina man 
is certainly imprudent, if not culpable. . It 
expoies him to a thoufand little inconve- 
niences that are inconceivably diftrefling ; 
and the woman that can contrive an -inno- 
cent method: of revenge for, fuch incon- 
fiancy, is certainly to be admired, 


I met with a little ftory of Monfieur Pon-. 
tignan-the other day, which fets this matter 
in io pleafant a point of.view;,that I cannot 
help, quoting it,- and thall give it-to the 
reader in.the words I find it -tranflated to 
my hand. 


When I was in the country, fays he, laft 
fummer, I was often in company with a 
couple of charming women, who had all 
the wit and beauty one could defire in 
female companions, with a dafh of coque- 
try, that from time to time gave me a great 
many agreeable torments. I was, after 
my way, in love with both of them; and 
had fuch frequent opportunities of pleading 
my paffion to them when they were afunder, 

that 
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that I had reafon to hope for particular ia- 
vours from each of them, . 


As I was walking one evening in my 
chamber, with nothing about me but my @ 
night-gown, they both came into my room, ” 4 
and told me they had.a'very pleafant trick wey 
to put upon a gentleman that was in the 
fame houfe, provided I would bear a part. 
in it, Uport this'they told me fuch a plau- 
fible ftory, that | laughed heartily; at. their 
contrivance, -and, agreed to do whatever 
they ‘fhould. require of, me. They imme- a 
diately: began to fwaddle me up in my a 
night-gown with » long. pieces of linen, Sa 
which they folded about me till they had a 
wrapt me in above an hundred yards of 
{wathe: may, arms were prefled, to my fides, 
and. my. legs clofed together by fo many 
wrappers, one over another, that I looked 
like an Egyptian mummy. 


As L:ftood bolt. upright upon one end 


in this antique figure, one of the ladies 
burft 
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burft out a-laughing: “* And now, Pon- 
tignan,” {ays fhe, ‘* we intend to perform 
the promife that we find you. have ex- 
torted from each of us. You have often 
afked the favour of us; and I dare fay you 
are a better bred cavalier than-to réfufe to 
go to bed to two ladies that defire it of 
you.” 3 


After having ftood a fit of laughter, I 
begged: them to uncafe me, and do with me 
what they pleafed. ‘No, no,” fay they; 
“we like you very well as you are ;” and 
upon that, ordered me to be carried to one 
of their houfes, and put to bed in all my 
{waddles. 


The room was lighted up on ‘all fides, 
and I was laid very decently between a pair 
of fheets, with my head, which was indeed 
the only part I could move, upon avery high 
pillow; this was no fooner done, but my 
two female friends came into bed to me in 
their finef{t night-clothes. 

You 
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You may eafily guefs the condition of a 
man that faw acouple of the moft beautiful 
women in the world undreft and a-bed with x | 
him, without being able to ftir hand or 
foot. I begged them to releafe me, and 
ftruggled ali I could to get loofe ; which I 
did with fo much violence, that about mid- 

- night they both leaped out of the bed, cry- 
ing out they were undone. But, feeing me 
fafe, they took their pofts again, and re- 
newed their raillery. | 


Finding all my prayers and endeavours 
were loft, I compofed myfelf as well as I io, 
could ; and told them, that if they would Kp 
not unbind me, I would fall alleep between a 
them, and by that means difgrace them for 
ever. But, alas! this was impollible ; could 
I have been difpofed to it, they would have 
prevented me by feveral ill-natured carefles 
and endearments which they beftowed upon 
me. As much devoted as I am to woman- 
kind, I would not pafs fuch another night 
to be mafter of the whole fex. ere 
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My reader will doubtlefs be curious to 
know what became of me the next morn- 
ing. Why, truly, my bed- fellows left me 
about an hour before day, and told’ me, if 
{ would be good and lie ftill, they would 
fend fomebody to take me up as foon as it 
was time for me to rife: accordingly about 
nine o’clock in the morning an old woman 
came to unfwathe me. I bore all this very 
patiently; being refolved to take my re- 
venge of my tormentors, and to keep no 
meafures with them as foon as I was at li-~ 
berty ; but upon afking my old woman 
what was become of the two ladies, fhe told 
me fhe believed they were by that time 
within fight of Paris, for that they went 
away in a coach and fix before five o'clock 
in the morning. 


Such was the mortifying end of poor 
Monfieur Pontignan’s amours; and I think 
the ladies, whoever they were, ought to be 
immortalized for their happy invention, and 
refolution in putting their ftratagem in exe- 
cution. 


This 
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This {tory puts me in mind of an adven- 
ture that once happened to a brother officer 
of mine, whoi paid his court to a moft beau- 
tiful woman, and withal a coquette of the 
firft order. My adventurous friend was of 
the moft diminutive fize, and his miftrefs, 
on the contrary, fo very tall, that when 
they appeared together, they were no bad 
refemblance of the caricature of the fexes in 
difeuife. After a very long attendance, &c. 
my little hero at length prevailed on his 
miftrefs to gratify his defires; but in a nota 
bene to the articles of capitulation fhe had 
the wickednefs to infert the following mali- 
cious claufe:—That, before fhe furrendered, 
their great toes fbould be tied together. 1 need 
fot add that this article entirely ruined the 
project. 


This fpecies of coquetry may be very en- 
tertaining on the one fide, but is certainly 
very perplexing on the other, as indeed I 
have fometimes experienced. JI remember I 
once attached mylelf to an untractable {pirit 
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(for fhe could not bear the grofs idea of hav- 
ing any thing of the animal at all about her), 
that was all fentiment, foul, and fublimity. 
This, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
was the gamut of her pailions; and fhe would 
play me as.many tunes upon thefe. three 
words, as Handel himfelf ever drew from the 
keys of a piano forte. 


Her pretty lips were continually uttering 
precepts of morality; her foul recoiled at 
the moft diftant idea of fenfual pleature ; 
and’ I have feen her almoft in a fit of hyfte- 
tics at the bare thought of the fimalleft con- 
nexion between the fexes. She. had. written 
an eflay upon the generation of the vegetable 
world, and ufed continually, to lament the. 
death of fome ancient naturalit, whofe la- 
borious ftudies had once difcovered a more 
innocent way of propagation forthe human 
fpecies; but, it feems, , tables: unfortu~ 
nately falling into his wife’s hands, the grols 
creature, alarmed at the doctrine they con 
tained, threw: them. into. the fire. 


This 
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This little vifionary kept me in play for 
fome timé; but I at length found means, in 
One aufpicious moment, to overthrow her 
principles, and deftroy her whole fyftem of 
felf-denial at a blow. | 


In cafting my eye over what I have writ« 
ten, I find I have indulged myfelf mich 
longer than I intended in relating fome of 
the fcenes of the former part of my life 3 
but itis. now time that I fhould put an end 
to fuch trifling, and enter upon a hiftory of 
events of a much later date, and by which 


the curiofity of the world has beén exeited, - 


It cannot have efcaped the reader’s obfer- 
vation, that; in the picttire of my life, I 
have omitted the reprefefitation of one ob- 
je&t, which is generally efteémed the prin- 
cipal figure i a domeftic drawing : I mean 
my wife. This folecifm in point of attention 
is not to be imputed to any want of refpect 
towards: that lady. My dear Mrs. G—— 
Knows that I have the utmoft veneration for 
her virtiwes, and the tenderéft atfeCion for 
Le her 
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her perfon: but after the commiffion of ‘fo 
great a folly as matrimony, the beft thing’ 
a man can do is to caft a fhade over it, as 
Ham and Japhet did over the nakednefs of 
their father, and conceal it if poffible from 
the knowledge of the world. It is now too 
late, I confefs, for me to fereen myfelf, be- 
neath fuch a cloak. Mrs.G has already 
publifhed our union to the world, -and. I 
might juftly be-aceufed of rudenefs, and 
want of gallantry, were 1 to deny a con- 
nexion with fo charming a -woman. Her 
{prightly wit has beguiled the infipidity of 
many an hour (for fhe certainly isa, woman 
of extraordinary genius, though fhe has the 
modeity to deny it); and it is to her happy 
invention and romantic -enterprifes that .f 
may attribute the downfall of my. family; 
and the honour I have acquired in»becom- 
ing the laughing~ftock of the nation. 


it would be impertinent in me/to, repeat 
the. well-told flory my dear Mrs. G 
has already given to the public; but it may 
not be uninterefting to make afew com- 
ments 
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ments upon it, and rectify forme little mil- 
takes which crept into it, and {till wear an 
air of myftery to the world. 


Mrs. G— , in her relation of thofe 
{trange circumftances which blew up the 
credit of my houle, forgot to mention that 
they originated.in the pride and ambition of 
her own heart. She forgot to obierve, with 
what a world of endearments, and, if L 
may fo fay, what a cataraé ot eloquence 
fhe, upon my appointment to the command 
of a’regiment, ‘pointed, out the increale of 
my revenue, and the fplendors that ought 
to encircle, to ufe her own expreilion, a 
general, of the firit magnitude..; She for=_ 
got to declare, that thefe and the like fo- 
licitations’drew. me from my retirement in 
the, country, into the vortex of fathion, 
and. placed me in an elegant houfe in St. 
James's Place, with. a new equipage fet 
forth in the moft modifh fiyle, and a crowd 
of valets, grooms, and lacqueys of every 
defcription. 


Thus 
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Thus far the defires of this atniable lady 
were accomplifhed ; but as fhe wifely fore- 
faw a fcene of fuch fplender could not be 
long fupported upon the profits of a regi- 
ment (my elftate being long ere the period 
Fam fpeaking of mortgaged for very near 
its value), fhe refolved to make the moft of 
her daughter's beauty, and confirm the dig 
nity of her family by the fame means that it 
originally acquired its moft peculiar marks 
of diftinction. 


With this praife-worthy intention, Milfs 
G——, dreft as fine as a little princefs, was 
fent to court, and introduced at all the 
fafhionable routs and hurricanes in town 3 
with {trict orders from her prudent mothe? 
to avoid all acquaintance and familiarity 
with gentlemen beneath a certaiii rank, and 
not to dance; ogle, or even permit her little 
finger to be ‘preft by any perfon that was 
not heir-apparent to an earldom at leaft. 


Thefe injunctions were, I believe, finick~ 
ly adhered to, and feemed to meet with 
tolerable 
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tolerable fuccefs ; for Mrs. G——, drawing 
me afide one morning, with the moft fafci- 
nating vein of pleafantry and good humour 
let me into the whole of their plan, and fet 
it in fo plaufible a point of view, that I 
looked upon the thing as already done ; but 
when fhe told me, afew days alter, that 
my daughter had made a complete conqueft 
of her coutin, the Marquis of L——, that 
mutual declarations of fidelity had pafied 
between them, and that, in fhort, there avas 
nothing but the Duke of A——’s confent 
requilite to put the laft hand to the bu- 
finels; I was elated with the moft aufpi- 
cious anticipations of joy, and could not 
help, faluting my dear Mrs. G——’s im- 
maculate, darling, as the future Marchionefs 
ef L--—. 


I was naturally anxious.to learn the pro- 
grefs of this amour, which feemed to pro- 
mite fo much, profperity to my family, and 
was not a little furprifed to find that an en- 
tire change in the bufinefs had taken place 
in the courfe of a few days; that the Mar- 
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quis of B—— had been put in oppofition te 
the Marquis of L——>; and that it wasa 
point not.entirely decided upon between the 
ladies, which of the two Marquiffes fhould 
be honoured with the preference.» As.this 
was a matter of etiquette, in which they in- 
fifted I had no right to interfere, I gave up 
the point ; only begging that I might have 
the earlieft intelligence of their choice, 


Matters continued in this fituation for 
fome time, when I was given to underftand 
that the Marquis of L——-, who it was at 
length agreed upon fhould be accepted, was 
not fo urgent in the bufinefs as formerly ; 
that it would be, therefore, neceflary to.en- 
courage the Marquis of B—-—, in order to 
awaken the jealoufy of his rival, and by 
that means bring the affair to a happy and 
toeedy conclufion, 


As this was an innocent piece of co- 
quetry, I thought it very advifable to put 
it in execution, and a ftrong flirtation, as I 
was iniormed, immediately commenced.— 


The 
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The plot now began to thicken, and» the 
denouement to take place. The Marquis of 
L—— was ftill backward, and there was 
only one way to bring him to the point de- 
fired; and that was, according to my dear 
Mrs. G++—’s opinion, to write a few pal- 
fionate epiftles to her daughter, with the 
fignature of the Marquis of B , and 
difpofe of them in fuch a manner that they 
might fall into his rival’s hands, and thus 
leave him no alternative. 


I was now too far engaged in the bufinels 
to. recede, or boggle at trifles; I therefore 
gave my confent and affiftance in the affair. 
The letters were written in Mrs. G °S 
beft manner; and might probably have met 
with the moft flourifhing fuccefs, had not 
fome evil fpirit counteracled our detign, 
and; by conveying fome intimation of the 
plan to‘the Marquis of B——, ruined the 
whole project at a blow. 


The matter now became the. chit-chat 
and theme of fcandal of every ‘fafhionable 
—M tea- 
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tea-table in town. It was canvafled by per 
fons of every defcription; farcafms made 
their appearance as periodically as the-newi- 
papers of the day; and I found it neceflary 
to make fome grand effort to extricate my- 
felf from the bufinefs, and preferve my re- 
putation unfullied. 


For this purpofe, I fummoned a grand 
council of the whole family; and it was 
unanimoufly agreed upon, that I fhould 
pretend ignorance on the occafion—look 


upon the Marquis of B——’s imaginary pro- 
pofals as having actually taken place—and 
write to the Duke of M—— for an expla- 


nation of his fon’s conduct. We eafily fore- 
faw that an ecclaircifiement of this nature 
would open the eyes of the world; and oc- 
cafion a total -revolution in the family. © But 
this we'were content to bear—it was only 
for me to renounce, 11 appearance, my wife 
and daughter, and keep the fecret on which 
all the politics of our little commonwealth 
depended. Affairs being thus fettled, every 
thing was performed according’ to: agree> 
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ment; and I need not tell, the world, that 
the refult of my application to the Duke of 
M——, was a pofitive denial of the know- 
ledge’ of any intended. connexion between 
the families on: his part, and an abfolute 
refufal of my daughter on:that of his fon. 


There was now only one part of our pro- 
ject unexecuted, and that I very foon per- 
formed, by turning, in a feeming rages 
my. wife and daughter out of doors, as it 
had been previoufly agreed upon in full 
Diet. This motion completely puzzled the 
wifeacres of the town, who now unanimoutly 
pronounced in my favor, and imagined I 
had been as egregioufly impofed upon as 
they. actually were. But; though I had 
thus fecured my own reputation for the pre- 
fent; I-foon found. it neceflary to compound 
the matter with my amiable fpoufe,-who felt 
a little impatient under the’ obloquy and 
ill-natured infinuations of the world, and 
intimated her refolution of publifhing the 
qbole truth, if I put in the {malleft objection 
againft her palliating and foftening the mat- 
M 2 ter 


RW enoyger 


Pie gE SO EE, FO LS POO 


THE LIFE OF * ° 


ter in the prettieft manner fhe could. ‘This 
would have been confujion. worfe confounded; 
and adding to the criminality of the bufinefs 
with a vengeance ; I was therefore obliged 
to give her a carte. blanche, and full permifs 
fion to blacken my chara&ter as much as 
might be confiftent with her plan, provided 
only that fhe did not touch upon the real 
truth of the affair ; and it muft be confefled 
that fhe has handled her pencil with, the nt- 
moft dexterity, and laid on her colours with 
a moft liberal hand. | 


With refpeét to the introduction of 
Captain and Mrs. B——-, and the part al- 
lotted them in this bufinefs, I cannot help 
jaying but that I think my dear. Mrs: 
G is a little too fevere. She fhould 
have remembered that I had no power over 
the reputation. of my friends, and that: my 
permifiion to indulge her fancy om this fubs 
ject was not meant to extend any farther 
than the limits of her own family. This 
gentleman and lady ought to have been 
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it was certainly 
very unmerciful in Mrs. G—— to treat 
them with fo much cruelty, after having 
given us thefe proofs of their friendfhip, and 
inclination to promote our welfare. 


Ihave thus explained this feeming myf- Ne 
tery, not much to my own credit, I con- a 
fefs; but I have no longer any intereft r 
in ‘deceiving the world, and look upon its 
applaufe, at prefent, as of very little confe- 
quence’ to my» peace. Mrs. G—— may 
plume herfelf upon the chaftity of her dic- 
tion, and the novelty of her fiyle, which is 
certainly well calculated to fet off a bad 
caule ; but I hope I fhall not be lefs cre 
dited 
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dited in a round unvarnifbed tale, that can 
not boaft the aid. of fuch brilliant: orna- 


ments. 


I have now only one ‘more adventure te 
relate-ere I clofe the fcene of my life; and 
L could have wifhed™that:the evening-of my 
days had not been: marked with anevent; 
that even. I.cannot furvey without fome bit 
ter, reflections on the depravity. of human 
nature, - 


When I obtained the, command of the 
_—__— —-—— regiment in the beginning of the 
year 1788, I firft became acquainted ‘with 
Mr. D—— of Soho-fquare, who-undertook. 
to clothe it for me upon much more liberal 
terms than any other perfon m his. line of 
bufinefs. The polite attention of this gens 
tleman was highly flatteriug to a man of 
my difpofition; and as I forefaw his purfe 
might prove very ferviceable to me in cafe 
of neceflity, I. took care,.to cultivate; his 
friendfhip with the utmoft folicitude. . 


My 
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- My-endeavours were not’ thrown away. 
Every. attention, on my fide was repaid 
with politenefs and: hofpitality on his, and 
in a fhort time I beheld myfelf on a very 
familiar footing ‘in his’ houle. Upon my 
coming to town and fettling in. St. James’s 
Place, a more intimate connexion took place 
between the families. The ladies vifited; 
and-as often as the gout and a complication 
of other diforders would permit me, I ufed 
to lounge away the morning in chatting 
with Mrs. D—-—, whofe beauty, youth, and 
{weetnefs of cdifpofition were eminently cal- 
gulated to»pleafe a man of my tafte. 


‘This connexion was, for'a long time, per- 
fe€tly innocent on my fide. I had a defire 
to pofiels her, 1t 1s true: but as I was then 
reduced to my ‘crutches, and {carcely able 
to hobble from .one end of the room to the 
other without afiiftance, I had not the va- 
nity to believe that the perfuafion of my 
tongue, however practiled in diffimulation, 
could ever feduce a woman who had {carcely 
attained her twentieth year; from the arms 
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of one of the handfomeft men in London, 
to carefs me in age and decrepitude, and 
with all my imperfeétions on my bead. But 
yet,.in fpite of thefe difadvantages, which 
would have been fufficient to difcourage any 
other man, and my inclination to be vir- 
tuous for once in my life—that depravity 
of mind and. libidinous turn of my affec- 
tions, which united to betray me, from al- 
moft the firft hour of my exiftence to the 
prefent moment, into fome crimmial extra- 
vagance or another, foon conquered the 
faint efforts of expiring virtue, and left me 
a prey to the moft ungracious and feductive 
paflions that ever difturbed the peaceful - 
tenor of the heart. 


Worn down, difeafed, and. decrepit as 1 
was, I had not the ftrength to fubdue the 
dmportunity of my defires, or banifh the 
language of feduction from my tongue. But 
in the midft of thefe deteftable emotions, 
my thoughts were diverted from the object 
of my purfuit, by the perplexing circum+ 
{tances of my daughter’s amours, the happy 
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effets: of my dear Mrs. G——'s: fr abt 
invention. 


The zefult of that bufinels reduced me to 
the greateft extremity... The report.of the 
revolution that had taken place invmy fa- 
mily thad fcareely reached the ears of the 
public, but my tradefmen: came flocking in 
from every quarter, and. demanded pay- 
‘ment: of heir feveral debts... Money Jihad 
none-my . efiate;:.as :I: shave already” ob- 
ferved, was mortgaged ,ullit: would mort- 
gage no more—my zoble friends, my digni- 
fiedorelations, all:looked upon: me.as an 
injured iman,.and pitied; moft fincenely pitied 
my cafe, They advifedsme:to det my. houle, 
difmifs my fervants, and iditcharge :my 
debts'; but: it was wifortunately.a time of the 
year when their rents did not »become:due, 
‘and they of courfe could: notioblige me:wath 
any pecuniary affiftance ; the want of which 
entirely ruined the proje€t their good ad- 
vice had-laid foray advantage’; ford could 
neither ‘leave my :houfe, difmals my fervants, 
nor difcharge my debts. 
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In this dilemma I had no other alterna- 
tive than to apply to the ufurers, jew , and 
pickpockets of the town. Thefe gentle- 
men’s propofals were as liberal as one might 
expect from the-villany of their profeflion. 
They were to fupply me with eighteen hun- 
dred pounds to filence the moft clamorous 
of my creditors, and allow me an’annuity of 
three hundred pounds, for which they were 
to receive the full profits of my ‘regiment ; 
amounting upon an average to Nine Hundred 
Pounds per annum. 


- When the inftruments which were to de- 
prive me for ever of the income of my re- 
giment were prepared, and I was on the 
point of figning them, Mr. D——, whom 
I affected’ to treat with the utmoft con- 
fidence, fhocked at the ruin which threaten- 
ed me; took-the pen from: my hand, and 
declared his refolution to fupply me: himfelf 
with any money I might have occafiom for 
and; calling my creditors together, paid 
them their demands, to the amount of Two 
Thoufand Pounds. 

As 
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‘ As this gentleman had done. me one 
kindnefs, he was refolved not tc leave me 
till he had rendered my fituation as com- 
fortable as poffible. He accordingly dil~ 
miffed my fervants, and difpofed of my 
houfe; and ‘as I was then in the moft de- 
plorable fituation, and tormented with the 
moft afflicting difeafes, he invited me. to 
Soho-fquare, and permitted me to continue 
in his family for near two months, till I 
was fufficiently recovered to bear the fatigue 
of moving, and a comfortable lodging had 
been provided for my reception. 


It may. be jufily faid, that a life of grati- 
tude, devoted to the fervice of fuch a man, 
could fcarcely repay him for fuch exalted and 
difinterefted friendihip ; but my heart, fhut 
to the tender feelings of humanity, and 
hardened in the moft depraved f{cenes of the 
world again{t every fentiment of gratitude, 
fought but the gratification of its own unjutt 
defires, and means to accomplifh the infeli- e 
city and difhonour of my benefactor. 


Ne Mrs. 
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Mrs, D—-—'s politenefs and. good-nature 
made her very often facrifice engagements 
of a more agreeable nature to the pleafure 
of being my companion, during the time } 
refided, in Soho-{quare ; and I was too well 
verfed in the art of -infinuation not to im- 
prove thofe moments to. the utmoft-advan- 
tage. Strange as it may appear, J found, 
her heart by no means invulnerable.;. and! in 
a very fhort time faw my diabolical defigns 
attended with fo much fuccefs, that her-re- 
luctant virtue yielded to the force of my 
perfuafion, and in one moment I levelled 
all thofe flattering hopes of happinefs which 
her hufband had promifed to himfelf in: the 
entire pofleffion of her affections. 


Mr. D——., little fufpecting what a fer- 
pent he was foftering in his breaft, {till 
continued his attention to my eafe and wel-+ 
fare, and gave me a general invitation to 
his houfe, where I ufed conftantly to dine, 
&c. when I had no particular engagement 
elfewhere. I was by this means ‘enabled 
to indulge my paffion for Mrs, D—— in 
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all its licentioufnels, and. ‘repay the friend- 
fhip of a man I was bound almoft to adore, 
with- the grofleft violations of beneficence 
and hofpitality *, 


Bleft, 1 may fo fay, in the laft {cene of 
my life, with the carefles of a woman formed 
to. fafcmate the foul, my felicity knew no 
interruption ; and when Mr. D——’s family 
removed for the fummer to their houfe at 
Katt-Sheen, I {till found myfelf a welcome 
gueft, and ufed regularly to make one of a 
party every Sunday at his table. As Mr. 
D—— was generally at home all day on 
Sunday, my Opportunities of holdiag any 


* The treatment this gentleman received at my hands 
cannot, perhaps, be better exemplified than by repeating 
the complaint of a poor Swifs,. who had been repaid for 
his hofpitality to an ungrateful foldier, by the commiffion 
of the crimes enumerated in the following fimple though 
expreffive tale, pronounced before the delinquent in the 
prefence of his officers. §¢ May it pleafe your honors, 
dis fhenteman come into my houfe—he eater my meat— 
he drinker my drink—he picker my purfe—he * ***# 
my wife—he b**ger mine eyes-and he kicker me down 
ftairs |” 
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particular converfation with his wife were 
very confined ; but as he ufed to drive to 
town on Monday morning with rather more 
expedition than I did, it was my cuftom to 
let him pafs me on the road ; and, after we 
had faluted each other, to order my carriage 
to wheel to the right about, and béar me 
back to the arms of my impatient dulcinea. 


In this manner I ufed to enjoy the moft 
delightful pleafures; but the impoffibility, as 
I thought, of being difcovered, rendered me 
imprudent, and I had very nearly expofed 
myfelf to the thing I moft dreaded by a'too 
frequent repetition of thefe vifits. 


One day in particular, while I was indulg- 
ing myfelf as ufual, Mr. D—— was feen 
riding towards the houfe, and had, by the 
time he was firft obferved, approached fo 
near as to prevent the poffibility of an 
efcape. My fituation at this alarm was in- 
conceivably diftrefling ; but my dear little 
friend, with infinite prefence of mind, 
inftantly fummoned her confidential ‘maid, 

and, 
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and, delivering me to her care, ordered her 
to difguife me in any manner fhe could in- 
vent, to prevent my perfon from being 
known. 


This faithful abigail immediately led me 
to the nurfery, and in lefs than two minutes 
huddled me into a brown camblet gown, an 
old ragged petticoat, a coloured apron, a 
‘greafy filk handkerchief, and a mob cap.— 
Thus equipped, I feated myfelf in an eafy 
‘chair; with aryoung child on my lap, in the 
-character of the nurfe’s mother, and, with a 
pap-fpoon. inftead of a. truncheon in my 
hand, waited the approach of the enemy. 


Tie deception took to.a miracle. Mr. 
‘D came into the room, and, little ima- 
gining a general officer of Great Britain 
could bei difguifed in the fhape of an old 
‘woman,’ pafled without the fmalleft fufpi- 
«cion ; and as foon as I received intelligence 
‘that he was fafely feated in the parlour, f 
fubmitted}to be led in this horrid trim, like 
Sir John Falftaf in the Merry Wives of 
Windfor, 
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Windfor, through all the blind corners and 
back ftairs m’ the hhoufe, tilbdi came to ia 
poftern gate, and got into .an ~anfrequented 
lane, where my carriage ufed alwaysito avait 
upon thefe occalions. 


This, though a perplexing circumftance, 
was not the only one Liendured during «my 
vilsts to Mrs. D—— ; for Davas ence’ tum-= 
bled headlong into a ‘inedlaea and looked 
whew i was drawn forth again‘as owhite as 
a miller ; and another time, bemg: wrapped 
in a ‘foul iclothes<bag, ‘and “Kept itheresfor 
three hours, was almoft fuwfocatedfor want 
of air. | att | 


Thefe ‘things, though difagreeable in 
themtelves, were fweetened, and rendered 
even pleafant, by theicareflesiand participa- 
tionof the perfon that occahonedothem.- 
But the hour was now approaching «when 
thespeaceable pofleffion of thefepléeatures was 
to tbe diftustieds and ithe fweet anduigencies 
of ny former life rendered he /tormentors 
of every’ future day. | . 


Not 
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Not: to keep the reader long in fufpenfe, 


it is only necefiary to oblerve, Awa Mr. and 
Mrs. D-— were to-go in September laft on a 
vilit of a month or two, at fome confiderable 
diftance from town, and that I had prevail- 
ed:-on Mrs. D—— to indulge me with the 
pofleffion of her perfon for one night pre- 
vious to her departure. We faw from the 
firft, that it would be attended with fome 
difficulty to eer. this ee but as 
neither of -us- was inclined to be difappoint- 
ed, it was agreed that fhe fhould pretend 
fome domeftic bufinefs at Sheen, which 
would detain her there all night, a day or 
two before their departure; and as there 
was no poffibility of our bees there, that 
{lie fhould meet me at a place agreed upon, 

and-that we fhould proceed from pee to 
fome tavern, from whence fhe might repait 
to Soho-fquare at an early hour the next 
morning. 


This {chente was put in execution with 
the utmoft fuccefs. We met, drove off to 
Clapham, indulged ourfelves as long as the 

Q night 
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night would allow, and returned to town 
by eight o'clock in the morning ; at which 
hour we concluded Mr. D—— would be 
{till a-bed. But our inaufpicious ftars had 
otherwife ordained it. The whole matter 
was difcovered. A fervant had been fent 
the night before to Sheen, and had told 
Mr. D——, upon being afked ,what time 
his miftrefs would be in town, that fhe had 
left Sheen early the foregoing day, and had 


not mentioned any intention of fleeping 
there. 


Mr. D——, alarmed at this intelligence, 
demanded of his wife as foon as fhe came 
home, in a tone of authority, where fhe had 
ilept. The manner in which he addreffed 
her evinced his fufpicions ; and fhe had the 
prefence of mind to declare without the 
imalleft hefitation, that fhe had flept with 


Mrs. G—-—, who was an intimate of the fa- 
mily’s. But Mr. D——, ftill unconvinced, 


mounted his horfe, and fet off immediately 
to that lady, who lived at fome diftance 
from 
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from town, to prove the truth of her 
aflertion. | 


As foon as he had left the houfe, Mrs: 
D—— came to my lodgings, and told me : 
the circumftances of this unfortunate ad- Pa 
venture as I have related them, begging me A 
at the fame time to go immediately to Mrs. i 
G——, and entreat her to.confirm all that 
fhe had faid. I inftantly complied with her 
requeft, and fet off ina pott-chaile and four ; 
but Mr. D—— had got the fiart of me, and 
had taken poffeffion of Mrs. G——’s drefl- 
ing-room before my arrival. I was there- 
fore reduced to the neceffity of writing to 
her from the inn: but all my perfuafion 
was ineffectual: fhe had dealt candidly with 
Mr. D——-, and now, as | afterwards learnt, 
put my note into his hand. 


Upon my return to town, Mrs. D—— 
made up her mind to remain with me, as 
it was impoffible for her to return to Soho- 
‘{quare; and, as I had injured Mr. D—— 
in fo tender a manner, I could not fatisfy 

Oe my 
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my own conicience without immediately 
making him an offer of that reparation 
which one gentleman has aright to demand 
of another: but, though I made him the 
moft liberal propofal as a man of honor, he 
cid not condefcend to notice my letter on 
the fubject. And I muft here obferve, in july 
tice to my own character, that I have the 
fatisfaction to lay, though my confcience 
accufes me of all thofe frailties which are 
fanctioned by: fafhion ; yet in the very heart 
of licentioufnefs, folly, and imprudence, | 
have preferved my honor fill unfullied, and 
can defy the nialice of the world to point 
out a fingle circumftance in which I ever 
avoided an appeal to the fword, where per= 
{onal injury had been fultained*! 

But 


* I am fenfible that many perfons will think this decla- 
ration a little erroneous, as I have violated almoft every. 
moral virtue at fome one period or another of my life; 
and to fhew them that T can joke upon this idea as well 
as themfelves, I fhall quote-a little anecdote of Smollet’s, 
in his Humphry Clinker, which will fet this matter in a 
very pleafant point of view. Speaking of a perfon that 
ad been pronouncing a panegyric on his friend, and at 


the 
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But toreturn: As it might have been at- 
tended with fome little inconvenience for 
Mrs. D—— to continue with me in my old 
lodgings, we removed the fame night to an 
hotel, where we continued for two days ; 
and, on the third, took wp our refidence in 
apartments provided for our reception at 
Somers Town, where we propofed. to 
remain till the affair was in foine degree 
blown over. But we were not long fated 
to enjoy this repofe.. On the third morn- 
ing after our arrival at this place, the houfe 
was difturbed at a very early hour by a 
loud and repeated knocking at the door, 


the fame time ftigmatizing him with the want of every 
moral principle—** This puts me in mind,” fays jie, “Sof 
a conteft I once overheard in the way of altercation, be- 
twixt two apple-women in Spring Gardens. «One of 
thefe viragos having hinted fomething to the prejudice of : 
the other’s moral character, her antagoniff, fetting her g 2 : 
hands in her fides, replied, —*‘ Speak out, hufley! 1 
{corn your malice—I own I’m both a whore and a thief ; 
and what more have you to fay? Damn you, what more 
have you to fay? ’Bating ‘that, which all the world 
‘knows, I challenge you to fay, black is the white’ of 
my eye.” | 


and 
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and in a few minutes I faw myfelf fur- 
rounded by a gang of bailiffs, and arrefted 
for a hundred and thirty odd pounds, at 
the fuit of Mr. D——. I was immediately 
hurried away from my little partner in ini- 
quity ; fhe was fent home to her mother, 
and I faw myfelf tranfported from the feat 
of pleafure, and held in durance vile within 
the magical compais of a fpunging-houfe. 


I now, for the firft time, began to reflect 
upon my folly, and curfe my imprudence 
which had brought me into this fcene of 
diftrefs. But as I was doomed to flutter 
round my cage without a podllibility of 
efcaping, I was refolved to make the hours 
glide by as pleafantly as poffible, and im- 
mediately difpatched a meffenger for Mrs. 
New, and her: friend the conjuror, who had 
foretold many fcenes of my life, and whom 
{ was determined to confult once more upon 
the future profpect of my affairs. This 
{cientific gentleman held out but a melan- 
choly profpect to my view, and advifed me 
either to bail or difcharge the debt for which 

I was 
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I was arrefted, and make the beft of my way 
to the continent before Mr. D—— could 
have time to bring an ation of damages 
againtt me. But I found this a very diffi- 
cult matter to accomplith,' as in a few days 
detainers were lodged againft me to the 
amount of four hundred pounds, which it 
was abfolutely neceflary to difcharge. The 
only poflible means I had of obtaining mo- 
ney, was by offering the clothing of my re- 
giment to fome gentleman who might be 
induced.to advance the fum I required ; but 
every man of eminence in London declined 
the offer. Thofe who had either wives or 


daughters, were not willing to oblige a man £. 
who might the next day feduce their whole Balt 
family, and defiroy their peace of mind; ao 


and thofe who had money were not willing 
to lend it to a man devoid of principle, and 
who had no vifible means of repaying it. 


I continued in this melancholy fituation 
till the very day appointed for my removal 
‘to Newgate; when two very honeft gentle- 
men, a linen-draper and an accoutrement- 
maker, 
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maker, accepted the clothing of my regi- 
ment, went bail for Mr. D——’s debt (the 
legality of which I thought proper to dif- 
pute, though I am actually indebted to him 
in the fum of two iboufand three hundred 
pounds * at this moment), and advanced me 4 | 
fufficient fum of ready-~money to procure 
my liberation, and traniport me to the con- 
tinent, where I arrived in the courfe of a 
very few days, accompanied by Mrs. D—.- 


* It may not be improper to mention here, that I gave 
Ms. D-——--—— a bond in judgment for the two thoufand 
pounds I mentioned as his having lent me to difcharge my 
debts, and a power of attorney to difpofe of my eftate in 
Ireland, and pay off the mortgages on it, which amounted 
to eight thoufand pounds, befides fome years’ intereft upon 
the whole; but as the bond was not due, and I had re- 
voked the power of attorney upon the difcovery of my 
connexion with Mrs. D—-——, he was left entirely with- 
out any fecurity for his money, which it will moft cer- 
tainly never be in my power to pay. But to prevent the 
pofiibility of any proceedings againft my eftate, I have, 
by the advice of my attorney, filed a bill in Chancery 
againft Mr. D—-—— ; which, if it is of no other fervice, 
will at leait give me time to difpofe of every thing I pof- 
fefs, and leave him nothing to claim. 


I am 
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I am now waiting with the utmoft folici- 
tude to hear the event of a trial pending in 
the Court of King’s Bench, and which may 
probably be decided before this publication 
may meet the eyes of the world. But what- 
ever the determination of the jury in that 
bufinefs may be, I have very little hope of 
ever being able to return to England, with- 
out finifhing the laft days of a miferable 
exiftence in all the horrors of confinement. 


In this country I {hall at leaft have one 
advantage at the moment I clofe my eyes 
on the world ; and that is, if I die unpitied, 
I fhall alfo die unknown ; and if I have not 
the bleffings of the multitude as I fink into 
my grave, I fhall at leaft avoid the curfes 
and imprecations of injured mnocence on 


my head. 
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My fate is at length determined.—Since 
the foregoing pages were committed to the 
prefs, I have received the following letter 
from -a friend, which contains the me- 
Yancholy intelligence of a decree that fhuts 
the ports of England againft me for ever. 


London, Feb. 22, 1792. 
‘ My dear General, 


‘THE bufinefs is over, and I am 
forry to tell you that your paftimes with 
Mrs. D—— are valued at Five Thoufand 
Pounds, But do not let this intelligence de- 
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prefs you ; we fhail move for a new trial, 
place ‘every thing in flatu quo, and if we can 
but collect a few weather-beaten {crubs of 
iniquity to” ‘conrpole the jury; wé may ftill 


bring you off for Five Shillings, 


‘ You have very great friends in court, I 
allure you,.and. we have every thing teliope 
from, a iecond trial... Your charaCter-isnow 
pretty..well known); ‘every body. execrates 
you, and your iiamy. isthe common topic 
of difcourfe ; you. have,,..therefore, nothing 
to lofe on the fcore of reputation ¥, anda 
man may eafily compound for a little tem~ 
porary’ feandal, when Four Thoufand Nine 
Hundred and Ninety-nine Pounds Fifteen Shil- 


¥ 


lings .is,the poffible recompenfe. 


‘Your hints with refpect to D—— and 
Mrs. G——, received fome inimitable fets-= 
off, a and -were reprefented’ to the fife.” The 
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{tory was,well: puttogether, on your part ; 
‘but, between ourtfelves;-it was. a moft. in- 
‘Tainous and diabolical {cheme of retaliation ; 
but, mum. {for that+Pam as filent as the 
grave-sthough T hopé‘in. God’ the Colonel 
may not meet you on the Continent. lam 
told he is a damned impettous mercurial 
‘kind of a fellow; and fhould he take the 
law into his hands, the Lord have mercy on 


‘your bonor’s bones ! 


‘Your old:friend Bétty H—— fwore like 
an angel ,;andordlled you on the carpet with 
admirable dexterity. The-game of blind- 
man s-buff went off with infinite éclat ; and 
though Er/hine mauled you moft divinely, I 
really believe we fhould have come off with 
flying colours, in {pite of the crufty old puts 
who conipofed the jury, had it not been for 
that damned facred depofit —Why ’twas like 
taking the earneft of your ruin!—Ah! 


General, 
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General, General! no othér man would ever 
have fplit upon that rock ;» but you men of 
bonor, forfooth, can never, as» you yourfelf 
fay, even in the moft defperate fituations,. de- 
viate from that punétilio which is the rule ef 


your conduct. 


‘ Remember me to your dear little feducer, 
and let her know that we fhall delay her 
affair in the Commons as long as poflible, 
for a certain reafon. A-propos, 1 beg I may 
be looked upon as the fponfor.of the fweet 
embryo that is coming. I-claim. the: pre 
ference in this particular upon a relationfhip 
in principle —As it will be the child of iniquity, 
where can you find fo proper a god-father 
for it as an altorney ? 

T remain, 
My dear General, 
Yours) ..&cy 
General G————, 
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‘ P.S. Do you think either your agent 
or clothier will ftretch as far.as five hundred 
more !—Perhaps you may perfuade them to 
make it up between them.—We have very 
empty pockets at prefent; and you know, 
my dear General, the war cannot be carried 


on without money. 


‘P.S. It is whifpered here, that you have 
relolved in a fit of compunétion to publifh 
your life; but it is furely nothing more 
than report. For Heaven’s fake, my dear 
General, mind what you are about—I fear 


you are ill-advifed—at any rate do not 


mention a word of as . a * 
ok “ * 2 * * % * 
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If you touch upon that, 
anew trial isa joke, and we are all blown 
up at once.’ | 
Thus 
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Thus the ftorm is paft, andi with %t are 
departed the poor vemains ‘of that: honor 
which once adorned iny name.’ In-vain the 
moft artful fchemes. were formedy in: vam 
the moft feducing elequence. difplayed, to 
foften the aufterity of thofe virtues that fat 
in judgment upon me. Neither the infatue 
ating {plendor of the one, nor the perfuafive 
villany of the other, joined to the favorable 
restate sate of a merciful judge, could 
avert my fate, and turn the bolt of Heaven 
from its deftined object.—I have received 
the blow, and the wound is funk too deep, I 


fear, ever to be’ healed. 
3 


What if I yield to the perftafion of my 
advocate, and fubmit my cafe once more to 
the compatlion of a jury; have I any thing 
to hope from a tribunal, at which I have 
been already judged, but additional difgrace; 
and accumulated ruin? Am I not fuffi- 


ciently 
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ciently ftigmatized ? Will thefe pretended 
friends tear the mafk from my face, and 
leave me no covering for features marked 
with infamy and vice? I would they would 
ceafe to goad me: 


“° ‘They prune a rotten tree, 
That cannot fo much as a bloffom yield ;” 


And yet their perfecutions know no end, 


My mind is the feat of phrenfy and di- 
traction. I dare not look forward, for that 
would be to anticipate a feries of evils which 
are full preferved to mark the latter period 
of my days; and to look back, is to behold a 
train of bitter reflections rifing, as it were, 
in judgment againft-me. The prefent mo- 
ment, difcoloured as it is, is all I dare fur- 
vey; and in it I behold the fad memento of 
my former vices and my future punifhment. 
Ob! tbat I were, as Job faid, in the piety of 


Q 
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his heart, asin months paft: when I wafbed my 
fleps with butter, and caufed the widow's heart 
to fing with gladnefs! But now the golden 
icenes, the years of fplendor that my faith- 


lefs fortune promifed from my earlieft days, 


are gone for ever ; and I may exclaim with 
the haughty Wolfey, in the hour of his de~ 


gradation : 


Vain pomp and grandeur of the world, I hate you ? 


THE END, 
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